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Themes 

Colonialism and Capitalism: The novel shows that capitalism replaces colonialism. Kenya
gets freedom, but rich people act like new colonizers. The poor are still exploited through
business and land. True freedom is lost in greed and money. Ngũgĩ shows that the system of
power only changes hands, not hearts.

Education and Awareness: Education in Kenya is political, not neutral. It creates a class
difference between the city and the village. The rich learn to rule, and the poor learn to obey.
Munira and Karega represent two kinds of education, one selfish, one for change. Ngũgĩ
teaches that education must awaken people’s minds.

Land and Nature: Land is the soul of the people. Losing land means losing life and history.
The rich buy land, and the poor lose roots. Nature helps but also punishes. The drought and fire
show both sides of nature. Ngũgĩ says people must protect land with respect.

Religion and Hypocrisy: Religion becomes a mask for corruption. The rich use it to control
the poor. Munira’s father and others preach faith but practice greed. Real religion should teach
love and justice. Ngũgĩ warns that blind faith makes people weak and silent.

Other Themes: The novel also explores many smaller but powerful ideas. It shows the
difference between village and city life. The city brings greed, while the village keeps
humanity. The struggle for independence is shown as unfinished. People fought for freedom,
but got new oppressors. Women like Wanja suffer under men’s power and society’s judgment.
Christianity loses meaning when used for money and control. Ngũgĩ shows that true change
must start from the common people. Only unity and awareness can bring real freedom.


