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William Shakespeare (1564-1616) wrote the poem "My Mistress' Eyes." It is also known as
"Sonnet 130, " published in 1609. The poem presents a realistic view of love and beauty. Unlike
traditional love poems, it does not use exaggerated praise. Instead, the poet compares his
mistress to natural beauty. Also, he finds that she does not match them. However, he still loves

her truly.

Beauty and Love: The poet criticizes the unrealistic beauty presented in love poetry. He
states that his mistress' eyes are not like the sun. Her lips are not as red as coral. He also
claims that her cheeks do not have the colour of roses. These comparisons assert that love

should not be based on false ideals. Instead, the real beauty lies in imperfection.

Reality and Honesty: The poem presents an honest view of the mistress. The poet does not
describe her as a goddess. He admits that her voice is not as sweet as music. He again says
that her breath is not as pleasant as perfume. However, he rejects false comparisons and

accepts her as she is. This theme emphasizes the importance of truth in love.

Love Beyond Appearance: The final lines reveal the poet's deep and real love. He states that
his mistress is rare and valuable. She is unlike any woman falsely described by other poets.
This theme highlights that love is not about external beauty. However, it is about true affection

and connection.

In termination, the poem criticizes traditional love poetry. He rejected exaggerated praise. The
text claims that true love is found beyond physical appearance. Here, Shakespeare presents a

deep and realistic approach to love.



