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The Canonization Themes
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The Power and Holiness of Love: In “The Canonization,” love is shown as something
powerful and holy. The speaker is an older man who has fallen deeply in love. He says that his
love is not harming anyone, so people should let him love in peace. This love makes him and
his beloved feel like one person. The poem connects love to Christian ideas. The poets shows
that the lovers become holy like saints through their deep love. Love makes them pure and

close to God. They become “saints of love” for others to follow.

Immortality of Love: The poem shows that poetry can keep love alive forever. Poetry can
describe the lovers’s feelings and make them live on for centuries. Just as love is timeless,
poetry is also timeless. “The Canonization” itself proves this idea. The poem has survived for

centuries, and because of that, the love in the poem has also become immortal.



