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Innocence of Childhood: The primary aspect of innocence in this poem is the innocence of
childhood itself. The poem revolves around the lives of young chimney sweepers who were
forcefully thrown to work. These children are represented by the poem's speaker and Tom

Dacre.

Contrast with Adult World: Blake emphasizes the stark contrast between the world of

innocence inhabited by the child sweepers and the corrupt adult world that exploits them.

Religious Innocence: The poem also explores the innocence of religious faith. Despite their
hardships, the young sweepers maintain a strong belief in the goodness of God and the hope of

salvation.

Loss of Innocence: As the poem progresses, it becomes evident that their experiences
gradually batter the innocence of the child sweepers. Tom Dacre's dream, where he sees dead

sweepers locked in black coffins, reflects the loss.

Hopeful Innocence: Despite losing innocence, the poem has a sense of hope and resilience.
The angelic figure and the bright key in Tom Dacre's dream symbolize hope and the possibility

of redemption.

Lack of Parental Care: The poem highlights the abandonment and lack of parental care
experienced by some chimney sweepers. They are sold into the laborious and dangerous trade

by their parents.

Suffering: Suffering is a dominant theme, encompassing physical, mental, and emotional

hardships endured by the young sweepers.

Child Labor: Child labor is a central and critical theme in the poem, drawing attention to the

societal injustice and exploitation of young children for economic gain



