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Politics and Corruption: The play’'s court is filled with political plots and dishonesty. The
rulers, Ferdinand and the Cardinal, use their power for selfish goals. They hide their true
natures behind false honor and politeness. Spies and lies are common tools in Malfi’s political
world. Good people suffer because corruption spreads from the top. The story shows how
corruption destroys families, friendships, and society itself. In the end, all major leaders die,

leaving political power empty and ruined.

Love, Marriage, and Male Authority: Love in the play faces many obstacles, especially from
men in power. The Duchess bravely chooses to marry Antonio, a man below her in social class.
Her brothers, driven by pride and control, work against her marriage. The Cardinal’s control
over Julia is another example of male authority. The Duchess’s secret marriage challenges
these social and gender rules. The play shows the struggle between true love and the harsh

power of men.

Class and Ambition: Social class affects every relationship in the story. The Duchess marries
Antonio, who is not a noble. This choice is shocking to her family and court. Antonio tries not to
seem too ambitious, fearing danger because of his lower class. People refuse to believe such a
high-born woman could love a simple steward. The play looks at the pain caused when love

tries to cross class lines. In the end, class differences help lead to tragedy.

Guilt, Death, and Suffering: The play contains much suffering, pain, and death. Most main
characters die in cruel ways. The Duchess is imprisoned, tortured, and killed but stays strong
and brave. Ferdinand and the Cardinal feel guilt and face madness or terror for their sins.
Bosola also suffers regret for his actions. The story does not just show physical pain but
explores guilt and emotional torment. Suffering is everywhere, touching all who behave

wrongly.

Religion and Sin: Sin and its punishment appear again and again in the play. The Cardinal is
a religious leader, but acts with great cruelty and greed. Ferdinand’s sinful desires lead him to
hurt his own sister. Characters often speak of damnation, the soul, and consequences after
death. The play questions the true meaning of religion when holy people act wickedly. In the

end, sins like pride and cruelty lead to ruin, loneliness, and death for the guilty.






