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The Poem Begins with an Epic and Religious Purpose: The poem begins with a “proem,”
or short introduction, at the start of Book I. This proem provides an overview of the book's
content. It says that Book | contains “The Legend of the Knight of the Red Crosse, or Holiness.”
The poet says the Muse has asked him to tell the stories of knights and ladies in Faerie Land.
Though he feels he is not good enough, he agrees to try. He asks for help from Cupid, the god
of love, and Mars, the god of war. He also prays to Gloriana, the Faerie Queene, the great lady
of the greatest isle, to bless his work. This beginning shows the epic style. Like old epics, this
one also starts with a call for help from higher powers. The poet wants to teach moral and

religious lessons through the heroic tales in the poem.

The Red Cross Knight and Lady Una Begin Their Journey: A young knight, the Red Cross
Knight, rides through a wide plain. He wears strong armor and carries a silver shield. The shield
has deep marks from past battles, but this knight has not fought before. On his chest and
shield is a red cross. It shows that he serves Jesus Christ. Although his armor shows signs of
past battles, he is still young and inexperienced in real war. Gloriana, the Faerie Queene, sends

him on a mission to kill a dragon.

The Red Cross Knight is an allegorical figure. He stands for Holiness. He is the hero of Book I.
His mission is to fight the dragon and free Una’s parents. His red cross shows his link to

Christianity.

Lady Una rides beside him. She is dressed in white and covers herself with a black robe. She is
sad and looks worried. She leads a white lamb with her. She is very pure, gentle, and full of

virtue. She comes from royal blood. Her land was destroyed by a terrible dragon.

Una represents Truth and the True Church. She is a symbol of purity, faith, and Christian
wisdom. Her white dress and lamb show innocence. The black robe shows her grief. She

inspires and guides the knight.

They Enter the Wandering Wood and Face the Monster Error: Soon, a sudden storm
comes, and the group looks for shelter. They find a thick, dark forest called the “Wandering
Wood.” It is full of large trees, and the sunlight cannot enter. The knight and Lady Una walk

inside to avoid the storm. At first, they enjoy the trees and birds. But soon, they get lost. They



cannot find the way out and wander here and there.

Finally, they come to a dark cave. Lady Una warns the knight not to go inside. She says that
this is the den of a monster named Error. The dwarf servant also says it is not safe. But the

knight, full of pride and bravery, enters the cave.

This scene is full of allegory. The “Wandering Wood” means confusion in life. It shows how
people can get lost when they move away from truth. Lady Una (Truth) warns the knight, but

he does not listen. This shows how people sometimes ignore wisdom and rush into danger.

The Red Cross Knight Fights and Kills the Monster Error: Inside the cave, the knight
sees a terrible monster named Error. She is half~-woman and half-serpent. Her tail is very long
and has a deadly sting. Around her are many small monsters, her children, who feed on her

poisonous milk. When light touches them, they hide inside her mouth.

The monster attacks the knight. At first, she wraps her body around him tightly. He cannot
move. Lady Una cries out and tells him to fight harder. She says, “Strangle her, or she will

strangle you.” This gives him new strength. He grabs her throat and forces her to let go.

The monster vomits poison, frogs, and evil books. The place becomes dirty and filled with
unpleasant smells. The knight becomes weak but does not stop. At last, he cuts off her head.

Her evil children drink her blood and die with her.

This fight is full of religious allegory. The monster Error stands for falsehood, lies, and sin. Her
children are false books, evil thoughts, and dirty actions. The knight’'s victory shows the power

of Holiness to defeat error and false faith.

This fight is very important. It shows Spenser’s idea of good and evil. The knight (good) defeats
Error (evil) with faith and strength. It is also a lesson that one must struggle hard to win over

lies.

The Knight Meets Archimago, the Evil Magician: After the fight, they leave the forest.
Then they meet a strange old man. He looks holy and gentle. He wears black clothes and walks

barefoot. He prays and acts like a holy priest. This man is Archimago.

The knight asks him if he knows about any adventures. Archimago pretends to be a kind
hermit. He says that he does not know about wars, but he knows of a wicked man nearby. Lady
Una also says they are tired and need rest. Archimago invites them to stay in his tiny home in

the forest.



But Archimago is not a real holy man. He is an evil magician. He hates the truth and tries to

destroy good people. That night, when they fall asleep, he uses black magic to make trouble.

Archimago stands for hypocrisy and false religion. He appears to be a good man, but he is full

of lies. He shows how evil can hide behind a mask of goodness.

Archimago Uses Magic to Confuse the Red Cross Knight: Archimago calls upon spirits
from the underworld. He sends one spirit to Morpheus, the god of sleep and dreams. That spirit
brings back a false dream. Then Archimago creates a fake image of Lady Una using another

spirit. He makes her look exactly like the honest Una.

He sends the false dream to the Red Cross Knight. In the dream, the knight sees a woman who
looks like Una. She lies beside him and acts shamefully. The knight wakes up and sees the false

Una near him. She pretends to love him and cries to win his heart.

The knight becomes very upset. He thinks that the real Lady Una has lost her purity. Though he
is angry, he does not hurt her. He simply feels sad and confused. He believes in the dream and

the false image. Then he decides to leave her.

This part shows the knight’s weakness. He cannot see the truth and is fooled by lies. It shows

how even good people can be misled by false appearances.

This part is also allegorical. Archimago’s magic shows how evil ideas and false teachings can
enter the mind and make people doubt the truth. The Red Cross Knight fails here because he

forgets to trust Una (truth).

The Role of Una and Her Inspiration: Though the real Una is not in much of this part, her
role is very important. She warns the knight many times. She tries to stop him from fighting the
monster Error. She speaks softly but wisely. During the fight, she encourages him and gives

him the strength he needs. She is sad when he is trapped and cheers him to fight harder.

Una is an ideal woman. She is full of faith, truth, and inner beauty. She inspires the knight and

helps him grow. Her love is pure and noble. She is not just a guide but a moral light.

Spenser’s heroines, such as Una, are ideal representations of womanhood. Una stands for the

True Church. She shows how truth can guide and support holiness.

Allegory, Themes, and Symbolism in the Poem: The Faerie Queene is full of allegory.
Almost every character, event, and place in the poem has a deeper meaning. The Red Cross
Knight stands for Holiness. Lady Una stands for Truth and the True Church. The monster Error

is a symbol of lies, sin, and false beliefs. Archimago, the evil magician, stands for religious



hypocrisy. The Wandering Wood stands for confusion in life. The fight between the Red Cross
Knight and Error is the fight between truth and falsehood. The knight wins by using his faith
and courage. In this way, Spenser shows the power of good over evil. Spenser also uses
religious ideas, classical myths, and symbols to teach moral lessons. His fantasy story is not

just for fun. But, it is written to teach people how to live a good and holy life.

Romantic and Epic Qualities of The Faerie Queene: The Faerie Queene is both romantic
and epic. It has brave knights, magical lands, monsters, and long journeys. These are romantic
features. The poem also teaches morals, praises Queen Elizabeth, and uses high style. These

are epic features.

Like other epics, the poem begins with a prayer to the Muse. The story is grand, and the hero
grows through trials. However, unlike classical epics, this poem incorporates love, magic, and

Christian themes. This mix of romance and epic makes it special.

Spenser also used a new stanza form (the Spenserian stanza) with nine lines (8 in iambic
pentameter and 1 in iambic hexameter), and rhyme pattern ababbcbcc. It gives the poem a

sweet and flowing sound.



