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Characters
Major Characters

 Paul Morel (Protagonist): The central character of the novel. Sensitive, artistic, and
psychologically complex. Because of his abnormal emotional attachment to his mother
(Oedipus Complex), he cannot find fulfillment in love. His inner conflict is the driving force of

the novel.

e Gertrude Morel (Mother): Educated, ambitious, and sensitive woman. Disappointed in her
husband, Walter, she turns emotionally to her sons, especially Paul. Her relationship with
Paul is affectionate yet suffocating. She symbolizes women'’s discontent, repression, and

unfulfilled dreams in society.

o Walter Morel (Father): A coal miner, rough and alcoholic by nature. His emotional
distance from Gertrude brings unrest to the family. He symbolizes the hardship and

limitations of working-class life.

e William Morel (Paul’s elder brother): Talented and promising young man, deeply loved
by his mother. His premature death leaves a profound impact on the family, especially on

Gertrude.

e Miriam Leivers: A spiritual and sensitive young woman. Though Paul loves her, he cannot
form a complete relationship because of his attachment to his mother. She represents love

of the soul but fails in physical intimacy.

o Clara Dawes: Married but separated, passionate and independent. Her relationship with
Paul is primarily based on physical attraction. She represents sensual love, in contrast to the

mother’s emotional love in Paul’s life.

Minor Characters
e Annie Morel: Paul’s sister. Not as sensitive as the mother, but important in maintaining
balance within the family.

e Arthur Morel: Paul’s younger brother, another reflection of the family’s working-class

reality.



e Mr. and Mrs. Leivers: Miriam’s parents, rural, religious, and traditional-minded.

e Baxter Dawes: Clara’s husband, rough but somewhat tolerant. His conflict with Paul

creates tension in the novel.

e Mrs. Radford: Clara’s mother, who influences and supports Clara’s independent spirit.

Couples and Love Connections

e Paul Morel & Gertrude Morel: The mother-son relationship is the core of the novel.
Gertrude, disappointed in her husband and married life, turns emotionally to her sons,
especially Paul. Bound by his mother’s love, Paul cannot achieve independence or fulfillment
in his relationships with Miriam or Clara. This reflects Freud’s theory of the Oedipus

Complex.

e Paul Morel & Miriam Leivers: A relationship full of spiritual tension. Deep mutual

understanding exists, but the lack of physical intimacy breaks the bond.

¢ Paul Morel & Clara Dawes: A relationship of passion and physical attraction. However, it

is not lasting, as Paul cannot free himself from the emotional shadow of his mother.

e Gertrude Morel & Walter Morel: A loveless and troubled marriage, symbolizing family

conflict and the struggles of the working class.

Friends and Family
e The Morel Family: Gertrude (mother), Walter (father), William, Paul, Annie, and
Arthur—through them, the struggles and tensions of a working-class family are portrayed.
e The Leivers Family: Miriam’s family—religious, rural, and traditional.

e The Radford Family: Clara’s mother, who supports her daughter’s independence.



