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Definition: A simile compares two different things using as or like. Example: “He felt like an

actor who was always expected to utter the right sentence.”

Simile

Definition: A simile compares two different things using as or like.

Example: “He felt like an actor who was always expected to utter the right sentence.”

Explanation: Raju is compared to an actor, though he is not really one. His whole life feels
like an act where he must always perform for others.

Effect: This simile shows that Raju’s life is full of pretence and falsehood. He has lost his
real self behind the mask of performance.

Imagery

Definition: Imagery refers to words that create a visual or sensory picture in the reader’s
mind.

Example: “The skies never dimmed with cloud and the monsoon looked to have failed.”

Explanation: The sky, clouds, and monsoon form a vivid and realistic picture in the
reader’s mind.

Effect: This imagery conveys the drought, despair, and suffering of the people, making the
atmosphere of the story more tangible and emotional.

Symbolism / Symbols

Definition: A symbol is an object, image, or event that represents a deeper meaning
beyond its literal sense. In The Guide, symbols express ideas of self-discovery, sin and
purity, and spiritual transformation. Below are the major symbols used in the novel:

The River: The river is the central symbol of Raju’s life. Both the beginning and the end of
the story take place near the river. It represents his sins, fears, and path to redemption.
After being released from prison, Raju comes to the riverbank seeking peace. The villagers
believe he has become a holy man there. In the end, he fasts by the river, praying for rain.
The river symbolizes his inner journey, sometimes restless, sometimes calm. Like the



Lx
 N

ot
es

flowing river, Raju’s life keeps changing. Ultimately, the river becomes a symbol of his
purified soul.

The Railway / Train: The railway marks the beginning of Raju’s life. His father’s shop stood
near the Malgudi railway station. The train represents movement, change, and journey. As a
boy, Raju watched people travel by train and learned stories of life from them. The ups and
downs of his life are tied to the railway. His nickname “Railway Raju” itself carries this
symbolism. The train signifies the flow of time and the continuity of life, sometimes leading
him toward success, sometimes toward downfall. Like trains that come and go, people in
Raju’s life appear and disappear.

Dancing: Dance is the symbol of Rosie’s soul. From childhood, she loved dancing, but her
husband Marco saw it as shameful. She suppressed her passion for years. In Raju’s
presence, she dances freely for the first time and regains her true identity. Dance
symbolizes her freedom and self-expression. Though society criticizes her, she continues to
dance fearlessly. Through dance, she gains confidence, dignity, and emotional strength. It
becomes the symbol of Rosie’s transformation into an independent woman.

The Fasting: Fasting symbolizes Raju’s spiritual awakening and inner purification. At first,
his fast is a pretence to please the villagers. Later, it becomes real. He endures hunger not
for himself but for others. As his body weakens, his mind grows clearer. He begins to believe
that through fasting, he can wash away his sins. Fasting represents his journey from
deception to devotion, from sin to sacrifice. In the final scene, when he feels the rain, it
signifies the rebirth of his soul. Thus, fasting becomes the symbol of redemption and
spiritual rebirth.


