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“They call me Railway Raju and have told me that even in Lucknow there are persons who are

familiar with my name.” Explanation: Raju proudly introduces himself as a famous tourist

guide. This line shows his confidence, charm,

“They call me Railway Raju and have told me that even in Lucknow there are persons

who are familiar with my name.”

Explanation: Raju proudly introduces himself as a famous tourist guide. This line shows his
confidence, charm, and growing ego. It marks the beginning of his worldly success and pride.

“Rosie, who, despite her MA, comes from a family of devadasis, temple dancers.”

Explanation: This line reveals Rosie’s background. Though educated, she faces prejudice
because she comes from a family of temple dancers. It shows the social hypocrisy toward
women and artists.

“I will do anything for you. I will give my life to see you dance.”

Explanation: Raju’s words to Rosie show his deep emotion and growing attachment. His
admiration turns into obsession. This love later leads to his downfall.

“Raju soon gives her a sober and sensible new name; the world knows her as Nalini.”

Explanation: Raju helps Rosie create a new identity as a professional dancer. This marks her
transformation from a wife to an artist. It also shows Raju’s growing control over her life.

“What must happen must happen; no power on earth or in heaven can change its
course.”

Explanation: Raju says this casually, but it becomes a turning point. The villagers see it as
divine wisdom. This marks the beginning of his role as a saint.

“I am not a saint.”
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Explanation: Raju confesses the truth when the villagers beg him to fast for rain. He admits
his weakness and guilt. This line shows his honesty and inner change.

“Velan, it’s raining in the hills. I can feel it coming up under my feet, up my legs.”

Explanation: These are Raju’s last words. Whether rain truly falls or not remains unknown.
The line symbolizes his spiritual awakening and redemption.


