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Chapter 1 – The Railway Station and the Beginning of Loneliness: The novel begins in the

imaginary South Indian town of Malgudi. The central character of the story is Raju, who is now

known in the village as a saint or a “guide.”

Chapter 1 – The Railway Station and the Beginning of Loneliness: The novel begins in
the imaginary South Indian town of Malgudi. The central character of the story is Raju, who is
now known in the village as a saint or a “guide.” But from the very beginning, it becomes clear
that he was once an ordinary man. Now he sits quietly on the bank of a narrow river, where the
villagers call him “Swamiji.”

One day, a farmer named Velan comes to him. Velan believes that Raju is a holy man whose
blessings can solve any problem. Raju smiles at this because he knows he is not a real saint.
His long beard and hair, grown during his years in prison, made him look like one. After being
released, he had simply come to the riverside to rest. He did not want to stay in any familiar or
crowded place. After traveling some distance by train, he found an abandoned temple by the
river. He came there seeking solitude, where no one would recognize him.

Gradually, however, the villagers began to regard him as a guru or spiritual guide. One day,
Velan comes again and tells Raju that his sister refuses to study and will not agree to marry.
Raju takes the matter lightly and jokingly advises him not to get angry. He tells the girl, “What

must happen must happen; no power on earth or in heaven can change its course,

just as no one can change the course of that river.” Raju says this casually, as simple
advice. But Velan takes it as a blessing.

Strangely, from the very next day, the girl’s behavior changes, she starts studying again, and
listens to her family. This news spreads throughout the village. Everyone begins to believe that
the Swami’s words have divine power, that whatever he says comes true. From then on,
villagers start coming to him with their problems, family quarrels, illnesses, domestic troubles,
and even poor harvests. But deep inside, Raju is afraid. He wonders, What if they find out
about his real past? Once, he was only a tourist guide. He used to take visitors around the
Malgudi railway station, Mempi hills, and the Sarayu river. His name was “Railway Raju,” and
he had once become quite popular among tourists.
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Now, as he sits by the river, his past and present begin to merge. He remembers the railway
station, his shop, the tourists, and the noise of the city. He wonders how he changed from an
ordinary man into a village saint. By the end of the chapter, the reader sees that although the
villagers believe him to be a guide or guru, in truth, he is confused about his own life. Within
him rages a conflict between his past and his present. The first chapter thus builds the
background of the novel, the town of Malgudi, the quiet river, Velan’s village, and Raju’s double
identity. It tells us that Raju’s story is not just about one man, but about a journey of self-
discovery, a search for meaning from ignorance to understanding, from deception to truth.

Chapter 2 – Raju’s Childhood and Life at the Railway Shop: In the second chapter, the
story of Raju’s past begins. He used to work at the Malgudi railway station. His father was a
small shopkeeper who sold betel leaves, tobacco, sweets, nuts, and other small items. From
childhood, Raju helped his father in the shop. He loved talking to the passengers who stopped
by. Gradually, he became a familiar face at the station. Raju had a charming way of speaking
and treated every traveler like a friend.

Because of his friendly nature, everyone began to call him “Railway Raju.” Over time, he
realized that many tourists came to Malgudi to visit nearby places. Raju thought he could earn
more by working as a tourist guide. From then on, he began his new career. He started
showing visitors around beautiful places near Malgudi, such as the Mempi Hills, the Sarayu
River, and the Ajaypur Temple. His talk, humor, and intelligence impressed everyone. As a
result, Raju quickly became famous among travelers.

One day, a couple arrived at the railway station, Marco and his wife Rosie. Marco was an
archaeologist who came to study the ancient art and sculptures in the temples and caves.
Rosie was young, beautiful, and had a deep love for dancing. The first time Raju saw her, he
was fascinated. Raju became their guide and took them to Mempi Hills, where the old caves
and paintings were located. Raju noticed that Marco was calm and polite but completely
indifferent to Rosie. He cared only about his research. Rosie spent most of her days alone and
began to enjoy talking to Raju. She told him that since childhood, she had loved dancing, but
her husband disliked it. Raju soon realized that Rosie was lonely, unloved, and trapped in an
emotionless marriage.

By the end of this chapter, Raju feels a strange attraction toward Rosie. He becomes not just a
guide but also a sympathetic listener. He begins to understand that Rosie’s life is a kind of
imprisonment, much like his own. The chapter ends with Rosie and Marco setting out to explore
a cave near Malgudi. In Raju’s mind, a new story begins, one of love, temptation, and moral
conflict. This chapter shows how Raju’s life starts to change because of a woman, Rosie. From
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being a tourist guide, he enters a new, complicated relationship that will gradually lead to
tragedy in the later chapters.

Chapter 3 – The Rise and Fame of Guide Raju: In the third chapter, the relationship among
Raju, Rosie, and Marco becomes clearer. The story continues from their visit to the Mempi Hills
caves. Raju is now more than just a guide; he is becoming a part of this couple’s life. Inside the
caves, Marco is deeply absorbed in his research. He spends hours studying ancient paintings,
carvings of gods and goddesses, and inscriptions, carefully taking notes. But Rosie is bored.
She has no interest in history or research. She wants to see the beauty of nature, walk in the
sunlight, and dance.

Raju realizes that Rosie’s mind is elsewhere. One day, Rosie tells him that she has loved
dancing since childhood, but her husband considers dancing a low and shameful act. Rosie
feels hurt because her mother was a temple dancer, and society looked down on her for that.
Marco, therefore, doesn’t want Rosie to follow her mother’s path. But for Rosie, dance is
freedom; it makes her feel alive. Raju listens to her with sympathy and tells her that dance is
not something bad; it is an art. Gradually, their bond grows stronger. Raju begins to see that
Rosie is not just beautiful but also a sensitive, emotional woman. One day, after returning from
the caves, Rosie tells Raju that he is different; he understands her. Raju feels a sweet joy rising
within him. He thinks he has become a small ray of light in Rosie’s lonely life.

Meanwhile, Marco notices nothing. He remains lost in his books and research, unaware of what
is happening around him. He even praises Raju for helping him draw maps of the caves. One
morning, Raju sees Rosie standing alone on the veranda, moving gracefully in a dance posture.
The sunlight shines on her face, making it glow. In that moment, Raju realizes that the artist
within Rosie is awakening. Toward the end of the chapter, Rosie’s sadness deepens. Marco
speaks to her harshly, saying that they have come there for work, not for pleasure. Rosie
bursts into tears. Raju sits beside her to comfort her. The distance between them begins to
disappear, and their emotional bond grows deeper.

This chapter shows how Rosie gradually begins to feel drawn toward Raju. Their relationship
starts here. At the same time, the gap in Rosie and Marco’s marriage widens day by day. By
the end of the chapter, the reader senses that a new phase of Raju’s life has begun, one filled
with love, temptation, and moral conflict.

Chapter 4 – Rosie and Marco- The Beginning of a New Relationship: In the fourth
chapter, the relationship among Raju, Rosie, and Marco becomes even more complicated. The
story now moves through the caves and temples around Malgudi. Raju is no longer just a
guide; he has become Rosie's emotional support in Rosie’s lonely life. Marco spends all his time
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working inside the caves. He takes pleasure in studying stones, ancient carvings, and
paintings. But he shows no affection or care toward Rosie. He only tells her not to disturb him.

Rosie spends her days alone. There is no love from her husband, only coldness. She feels that
her life has lost all color and meaning. One afternoon, she comes to Raju in tears, saying that
her husband does not care for her at all. Raju comforts her. He tells Rosie that she is a
wonderful person and that her smile could brighten the whole mountain. Rosie smiles faintly at
his words. Raju’s sympathy for her slowly turns into love. One day, to forget her sorrow, Rosie
begins to dance in front of Raju. Sunlight streams into the cave as she moves gracefully. Raju
watches her, completely mesmerized. He feels that through dance, Rosie has found her true
self. In that moment, Rosie is no longer just a wife; she becomes a free woman, expressing her
soul through movement.

The next morning, Marco sees Rosie dancing and becomes furious. He accuses her of returning
to her “low ways.” Rosie feels deeply insulted. She replies that dance is not a sin. A fierce
quarrel breaks out between them. Crying bitterly, Rosie runs to Raju and tells him she can no
longer live with her husband. Raju consoles her and suggests they return to Malgudi. Until now,
Rosie and Marco had been staying in a forest bungalow called Peak House in the Mempi Hills.

At the end of the chapter, Raju realizes that he has now become the center of Rosie’s life. He
does not know where this relationship will lead, but he cannot abandon her. The chapter ends
with Raju and Rosie leaving the caves, walking down the mountain path toward Malgudi. The
sun is setting behind the hills, and Raju feels that one chapter of his life is ending while
another, dangerous journey is beginning. This chapter shows the true emotional conflict among
Rosie’s self-respect, Raju’s sympathy, and Marco’s pride, a conflict that becomes the core of
the novel’s drama.

Chapter 5 – Love, Betrayal, and Rebellion: In the fifth chapter, the story returns to the
town of Malgudi. By now, the relationship between Raju and Rosie has become more intimate.
Marco finishes his work in the caves and returns to town with Rosie, but their relationship is
completely broken. Back in Malgudi, Marco does not speak to Rosie. With a cold expression, he
tells her to live as she wishes while he continues his research. Rosie realizes that their
marriage can no longer survive. She sits alone in silence, feeling lost and empty, thinking that
all the light in her life has gone out.

At this time, Raju begins visiting Rosie again. He knows she is lonely. He tells her that he is
there for her. At first, Rosie is afraid. She worries that people will gossip if they find out. But
Raju’s gentle words calm her. Gradually, he becomes the only person she can depend on. One
day, Marco brings up the topic of Rosie’s dancing again. Angrily, he says he no longer
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recognizes her and calls her a source of shame. Rosie breaks down in tears. She realizes their
relationship is over. That night, she goes to Raju. He tells her that she is someone worthy of
love. For the first time, Rosie feels that someone truly understands her. She confides to Raju
that she wants to dance again. She knows society will look down on her, but she wants to
return to her dream. Raju encourages her, saying that dancing is not a sin. He tells her, She is
the light of this world. Rosie’s eyes fill with new hope.

The next morning, Marco tells Rosie that he is leaving. She may stay if she wants. Rosie says
nothing; she only cries. Marco leaves, and Rosie is left alone. Raju then brings her to his own
house. Raju’s mother is shocked to see Rosie. She asks who this woman is. Raju explains that
Rosie is helpless and that he is only helping her. His mother suspects the truth. At first, she
feels uneasy and thinks Rosie might be a dancer or an immoral woman. But she cannot oppose
her son’s insistence.

By the end of the chapter, Rosie becomes a permanent part of Raju’s life. She is no longer
Marco’s wife but a woman determined to live as an artist. Raju stands by her, though he does
not know where this relationship will lead. This chapter shows Rosie’s journey from sorrow to
courage and Raju’s transformation from sympathy to love. From here begins their new yet
dangerous life together, filled with passion, risk, and uncertainty.

Chapter 6 – Rosie’s Dancing Career and Raju’s Ambition: In the sixth chapter, the story
takes a new turn. Now Rosie and Raju live together. But their relationship is not accepted by
society, family, or moral standards. Along with love, there grows fear, shame, and inner
conflict. Raju’s mother dislikes Rosie completely. She believes Rosie is still another man’s wife.
No matter how much Raju explains that Rosie is now alone, his mother refuses to accept her.
She wants Rosie to leave the house. Raju becomes angry with his mother, and an argument
breaks out between them. Finally, his mother says that if Raju keeps Rosie, she will leave the
house. Raju chooses to stand by Rosie. As a result, his mother leaves the house with her
brother, Raju’s maternal uncle, and goes to live with him. Raju realizes that, because of Rosie,
he has lost his mother’s love.

Now Rosie lives in Raju’s house in Malgudi. She begins to practice dancing again. At first,
people in town gossip and laugh. They say, “A dancer is living in Raju’s house!” But Rosie does
not care. Raju encourages her every day. He organizes her dance programs, designs posters,
and invites people to watch. Raju suggests that Rosie should take a new name for her new life.
Rosie agrees, and Raju gives her the name Nalini. This new name becomes a symbol of her
rebirth. Nalini is no longer Marco’s abandoned wife; she is now an artist, a professional dancer.
One day, Raju arranges a small performance for her in the city. People come with doubt and
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curiosity. But when Nalini begins to dance, everyone is captivated. Her dance expresses a
mixture of beauty, pain, and emotion. At the end of the show, the audience bursts into
applause. Raju feels proud and thinks he has given Nalini a new life.

Now Raju is no longer just a guide. He becomes Nalini’s manager. He handles her schedule,
finances, and performances. Rosie’s (Nalini’s) talent joins with Raju’s cleverness. Together,
they become a famous pair. But behind their success, a new danger quietly begins to grow, the
seeds of pride and greed. By the end of the sixth chapter, Rosie (now Nalini) has stepped
beyond the shadow of her past and is moving forward as an artist. But in Raju’s life, his
mother’s curse, society’s disapproval, and his own ambition are slowly leading both of them
toward a deep and inevitable crisis. This chapter marks the beginning of a transformation, from
love to art, and from art to arrogance.

Chapter 7 – Breakdown and Decline: In the seventh chapter, the lives of Raju and Nalini
take a new shape. They are now at the height of success. Nalini has become a famous dancer,
and Raju is her manager and constant companion. But beneath this success, cracks begin to
appear. Love slowly turns into control, and affection into arrogance. Everyone in Malgudi now
knows Nalini’s name. Invitations for her performances come from big cities. She practices
every day and creates new dance routines. Audiences are mesmerized by her performances.
Raju handles all arrangements, fixing dates, managing contracts, and keeping accounts. Nalini
depends entirely on him.

Raju feels proud of Nalini’s success, but at the same time, pride and ego begin to grow inside
him. He starts believing that all her fame exists because of him. Gradually, he begins to control
every part of her life, what she wears, where she goes, whom she talks to, and even when she
should rest. At first, Nalini remains silent, but discomfort and irritation slowly build within her.
One day, Nalini tells Raju she wants to take a short break. Raju becomes angry and says, This
is no time for rest. Nalini replies that Raju only cares about money now. She is no longer the
same gentle woman she once was. Their first major quarrel breaks out. This fight marks the
beginning of emotional distance between them; the warmth of their relationship fades away.

One day, Raju receives a parcel by post. It is a book manuscript sent by Marco, an
archaeological research paper. Raju opens it but, out of jealousy and anger, hides it from
Nalini. He fears that seeing Marco’s name might remind her of her past. This act of deception
later brings great trouble to his life. Sometime later, Nalini asks him if any books have come
from Marco. Raju lies and says, No, nothing has arrived. Nalini says nothing, but suspicion
grows in her heart. She begins to think that Raju now only cares about his own gain.
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Raju realizes he has done wrong, but now he is trapped in his own lie. He knows that if Nalini
discovers the truth, everything will be over. This fear and guilt start to consume his peace. By
the end of the chapter, Nalini may look successful on the outside but feels terribly lonely inside.
Raju appears confident in public but is full of fear within. Their love turns into distrust. The
seventh chapter shows how success casts a shadow over relationships. Between Raju and
Nalini, there is now fame and wealth, but the love, simplicity, and peace they once shared are
gone. From here, the story begins to move slowly toward tragedy.

Chapter 8 – Release from Prison and a New Journey: The eighth chapter brings a major
turning point in the story. The relationship between Raju and Nalini is now on the verge of
collapse. Once they were the center of each other’s lives, but now their bond is filled with
suspicion, anger, and misunderstanding. In this chapter, one wrong decision by Raju
completely changes the course of his life. Nalini is now extremely popular. Her dance programs
have increased, and many new people surround her. Raju begins to feel unimportant and
insecure. He thinks that everyone talks about Nalini, but no one talks about him. This jealousy
and frustration start to eat away at him.

One day, a letter arrives from Marco. In it, Marco asks for the return of his old book,the same
manuscript that Raju had hidden. Raju is frightened. He thinks that if Nalini sees the letter, she
will realize that he lied to her. So he decides to reply himself. To cover it up, he writes the
reply, forging Nalini’s signature. He believes this will solve the problem. A few days later, the
police arrive at Raju’s house. They inform him that he has committed a crime by forging
Nalini’s signature. Raju is shocked. He says he never intended to cheat anyone, but the police
do not listen to his explanation. Soon, Nalini learns the entire truth. She is stunned and deeply
hurt. She scolds Raju and begins to hate him in her heart. Raju remains silent. Nalini becomes
furious, feeling that Raju has destroyed her life, her trust, and her dignity. She tells him that he
has insulted her love and then leaves him forever.

Raju’s house becomes completely empty. Soon after, he is arrested by the police. In court, Raju
confesses that he made a mistake. The judge sentences him to two years in prison. Raju’s
pride and ego are shattered. Now he is alone, ruined, and branded as a criminal. Inside the
prison, Raju reflects on his entire life. He remembers how he was once a guide, then a lover,
and now a prisoner. He realizes that his pride, lies, and greed have brought him to this point.
Yet deep within him, a quiet voice still whispers that he can become a better man someday.
The eighth chapter shows how success leads to pride, and pride leads to downfall. Raju’s life
has changed completely. Nalini is gone, and he sits behind prison walls, facing the punishment
for his mistakes. This chapter marks a major turning point in the novel, where Raju’s downfall
begins and his journey of self-realization slowly starts.
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Chapter 9 – Velan and the Birth of the Saint: In the ninth chapter, the setting of the story
completely changes. Raju is no longer in the busy town of Malgudi, and Nalini is no longer a
part of his life. Now Raju has been released from prison, alone, lost, and uncertain about his
future. His life feels like an empty road. In this chapter, Raju arrives at a new place, the village
of Mangal, where his new life begins. Raju comes out of prison after two years. Once outside,
he wonders where he should go. Nalini is gone, and his mother had left long ago. He has no
place in the city anymore. So, he keeps wandering until he reaches the bank of a river called
the Sarayu River. One day, as he sits quietly by the river, a simple villager approaches him. The
man’s name is Velan.

Velan assumes that Raju is a holy man and says, Swamiji must have come to bless our village.
Raju is surprised. He doesn’t want to call himself a saint, but he remains silent. Velan takes this
silence as a sign of divine blessing. Velan and the other villagers start believing that Raju is a
spiritual man who has come to their village for meditation and prayer. Raju initially wants to
tell them the truth, but later he thinks, if they respect him, what harm is there? Gradually, he
becomes comfortable in this new role.

In Mangal village, Raju begins to feel a kind of peace he has never known before. No one
questions him, no one judges him. Velan brings food for him every day. Raju sits by the river,
listens to people’s problems, and gives advice. He begins to think that maybe this time, he
truly is a guide, showing people the way in life. One day, Velan tells Raju about a family
problem, his sister refuses to marry. He asks for Raju’s blessing so that his sister may become
happy. Raju casually gives him some light words of advice, but strangely, everything later turns
out well. The villagers believe that it all happened because of the Swami’s blessing. Their faith
in Raju grows even stronger.

Raju realizes that he is once again living a life of deception. Once, he had been a false support
in Nalini’s life; now, he is a false saint in the eyes of the villagers. Yet, within this lie, he begins
to feel a sense of calm. He starts thinking that perhaps, through this role, he can finally do
something good. The ninth chapter marks the beginning of Raju’s spiritual awakening. Though
he is free from prison, he is still on an inner journey, from sin to purity, from falsehood to truth.
His new life in Mangal village opens the path for his ultimate transformation.

Chapter 10 – Faith, Drought, and Inner Conflict: In the tenth chapter, Raju’s new life
gradually takes a spiritual turn. He is now known to the people of Mangal village as “Swamiji.”
Those who once knew him as a criminal are no longer around. The villagers revere him as a
holy man and believe that his words carry divine blessings. Yet within Raju, a deep inner
conflict begins. He knows he is not truly a saint, but everyone around him believes he is. Raju
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now lives in an old temple by the riverside in Mangal. Every morning, villagers come to touch
his feet, and he blesses them quietly. Raju finds this strange; he thinks to himself that once he
used to guide tourists, but now he seems to be guiding souls. Slowly, he starts to believe that
perhaps this is his destiny.

Velan has now become Raju’s most devoted follower. He believes that Swamiji has come to
bless their village. Whenever people face problems, marriage disputes, illness, or quarrels, they
come to Raju for advice. Raju listens patiently and gives them calm, thoughtful answers.
Strangely, many of these problems get resolved, and the villagers’ faith in him grows even
stronger. At night, when Raju is alone, he thinks of his past life, of Nalini, his lies, his prison
days, and his pride. He wonders if he has really changed. But every morning, when the
villagers arrive, he hides his guilt, smiles, and gives blessings. Outwardly, he looks peaceful,
but inside, he is full of fear and self-doubt.

One day, Velan comes to him in sorrow. He says, Swamiji, it hasn’t rained for a long time. So,
their crops are dying, and the animals are suffering. Raju thinks it is just a natural problem. But
the villagers insist that if Swamiji prays, the rain will come. Raju laughs and asks how he could
possibly bring rain. Yet they continue to believe that he has the power to do so. Velan then
requests Swamiji to fast and pray for rain, saying that God will surely listen to his words. At
first, Raju refuses, but later he thinks, if this will give them peace of mind, perhaps he should
try. He tells them that he will pray. The villagers rejoice, saying, Swamiji will save them!

That night, Raju feels tormented. He thinks to himself, he is a liar. He doesn’t even know how
to pray, and yet they think he is God’s messenger. But the next morning, he sits calmly by the
river. The villagers gather around him. They pray with hope and devotion. The tenth chapter
shows that Raju now stands at the threshold of a great inner test. Once, he deceived people
through lies; now, he faces a moment that demands true sacrifice. The villagers’ faith begins to
change him. His false identity as a saint slowly starts transforming into a real expression of
humanity and redemption.

Chapter 11 – Sacrifice, Redemption, and Spiritual Awakening: The eleventh chapter is
the final and most profound part of the novel. Here, Raju undergoes a complete transformation.
He is no longer the selfish tourist guide he once was. Now he is “Swami Raju,” a man who
prays for others, even at the cost of his own life. A severe drought grips the village of Mangal.
There is no rain, the river has dried up, and people are suffering. Before Raju lies the greatest
and truest test of his life. As days pass without rain, the villagers grow terrified, the crops are
dying, the cattle are starving, and the wells are empty. Velan comes to Raju and pleads, If
Swamiji starts fasting, surely God will bring the rain.
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At first, Raju is afraid. He knows he is not a real saint, only pretending to be one. But when he
sees the villagers’ unshakable faith, he remains silent. He realizes that if he breaks their faith,
their hopes will be shattered. So, he quietly agrees to fast. Raju stops eating, first for one day,
then two. Every morning, villagers gather around him by the river, praying for rain. They
believe that God will be pleased by Swamiji’s sacrifice. During his fast, Raju reflects deeply on
his past, his mother, Nalini, prison, greed, and lies. He begins to feel that this fast is his path to
redemption.

A calm peace fills his heart. He thinks he lived by lies, but now he is dying for the truth. This
realization purifies his soul. Ten days pass. Raju grows weak, so weak that he can no longer
stand. Still, the villagers sit around him, praying. One morning, Raju opens his eyes and says
softly that he wants to go to the river. Velan supports him and leads him there. Raju steps into
the shallow water, feeling it flow around his feet. Looking up at the sky, he says quietly, It
seems the rain is coming. Then, slowly, Raju collapses to the ground. The novel ends in
suspense; the reader does not know whether the rain truly comes. Perhaps Raju’s prophecy
was fulfilled, or perhaps it was only a vision born from his exhaustion and approaching death.

Before fainting, Raju speaks his final words, “Velan, it’s raining in the hills. I can feel it

coming up under my feet, up my legs.” After saying this, he loses consciousness, and the
story ends. We never learn for certain whether Raju survived, or whether rain really fell. R.K.
Narayan deliberately leaves this ambiguity. Was Raju performing his final act of illusion, or had
he truly become a saint? The answer is left to the reader’s heart. In the final chapter, Raju
discovers his true inner self. From a deceiver, he becomes a man of faith and compassion. The
scenes of drought and fasting symbolize sacrifice, liberation, and the awakening of the soul.
Whether Raju lives or dies, his spirit finds freedom. Thus, The Guide ends with the
transformation of an ordinary man into a true spiritual guide, a man who finally becomes what
he only pretended to be.


