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Themes

1. Dual Identity and Deception: The play shows how people live double lives. Jack is “Jack”
in the country but “Ernest” in the city. Algernon also lies by inventing “Bunbury.” These
tricks help them escape boring duties. But lies also create funny confusion. Wilde shows that
people often hide their true selves. Society forces them to act differently in public. This

theme makes us laugh but also think. It questions honesty and appearances in daily life.

2. The Nature of Marriage: Marriage is the main focus of the play. For Lady Bracknell,
marriage is about money and class. For Gwendolen, marriage depends only on the man’s
name, “Ernest.” Cecily is different. She imagines a romantic dream before she meets
Algernon. Wilde makes fun of these views. He shows how society treats marriage as a duty,
not love. The play shows both serious and funny sides. It makes marriage look like a mix of

dream and business.

3. Manners and Sincerity: Victorian society valued proper manners and false seriousness.
People acted politely but were often selfish inside. Wilde makes fun of this fake sincerity.
Jack pretends to be honest but lies about his name. Gwendolen insists on “Ernest” as a
serious name. Miss Prism talks of duty, but she once lost a baby. Wilde shows that true

sincerity is rare. The play teaches us that manners often hide dishonesty.

4. Language and Wit: Wilde uses clever language to create humor. The characters speak in
sharp, witty, and funny lines. They often say the opposite of common sense. Serious issues
become jokes. Trivial matters look very important. This reversal makes the play special.
Wilde shows how words can twist meaning. The comedy lies in puns, paradoxes, and irony.

The witty dialogue keeps the audience laughing while also exposing the truth.

5. Hypocrisy vs. Inventiveness: Victorian society was very strict and judgmental. People
cared about class, money, and social rank. But Wilde shows hypocrisy under these rules.
Lady Bracknell rejects Jack for his birth, but later accepts him for his money. Jack and
Algernon break rules with lies and tricks. They create new identities for freedom. Wilde
praises inventiveness over empty rules. He shows that creativity can be more honest than

false respectability.

Other Themes:



The play also deals with love, reversal, and gender roles. Love is presented as both romantic
and foolish. Reversal shows how serious things look silly and silly things look serious. Gender
roles appear in strong women like Gwendolen and Cecily, who control much of the action.

Together, these themes make the play funny, sharp, and still meaningful today.



