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Escape from Reality: In “The Lotos-Eaters,” the sailors feel tired of their hard life. When they
eat the magical lotos fruit, they forget their troubles and feel peaceful and dreamy. They do not
want to work, travel, or struggle anymore. They only want to rest and stay in that calm land
forever. This shows the idea of "escape from reality" — leaving behind the real world, full of
hard work and pain, and choosing an easy, dream-like life instead.

Duty vs. Desire: The sailors know that their real duty is to go back home. They have families
waiting for them. But after eating the lotos, they feel a strong desire to stay and rest. They no
longer want to do their duty. Their hearts want peace, but their responsibility calls them home.
This fight between doing what they should (duty) and doing what they want (desire) is a big
theme in the poem. The sailors finally choose desire over duty.

Figures of Speech

Simile

A simile compares two different things using “like” or “as.”

Examples:

“Breathing like one that hath a weary dream.”

The air is compared to a tired person breathing while dreaming. It shows how slow and sleepy
the place feels.

“His voice was thin, as voices from the grave.”

The speaker compares the sailor’s voice to ghostly voices. It shows how weak and lifeless their
voices became after eating lotus.

Metaphor

A metaphor is a direct comparison without using “like” or “as.”

Example:
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“Weary the wandering fields of barren foam.”

The ocean waves are called

“fields of barren foam.”

This comparison suggests that the sea is endless, empty, and tiresome.

Alliteration

Alliteration is the repetition of the same consonant sound at the start of nearby words.

Example:

“Far, far away did seem to mourn and rave.”

Here, the “f” sound is repeated. This gives the line a musical and soft sound.

“Weary the wandering fields of barren foam.”

Here, “w” and “f” sounds are repeated. This repetition emphasizes the tired, endless nature of
the sea.

Symbols

The Lotos Plant: The lotos plant is a magical plant with fruit and flowers. The lotos plant
symbolizes forgetfulness, laziness, and escaping from reality. When the sailors eat the lotos,
they forget their home and duty. They feel sleepy and peaceful and don’t want to work or
return. So, the lotos becomes a symbol of choosing an easy, dreamy life instead of a hard,
responsible one.

The Sea: In this poem, the sea is described as a field of barren foam. The sea is full of endless
water. Here, the sea becomes a symbol of a hard, empty life, compared to the peaceful island
of the lotos. The sailors call the sea “weary” and “barren foam.” It shows how tired they are
of traveling and fighting waves.

 

 


