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Themes

Alienation and Isolation: Meursault is separated from society. He shows no grief even at his
mother’s death, which shocks everyone. Though Marie Cardona loves him, his indifference
weakens their relationship. Even with neighbor Raymond Sintes, his friendship lacks depth. In
court, he is judged not only for murder but also for his emotional detachment. People do not
understand him. His calm face at his mother’s funeral annoys everyone. His imprisonment
makes his isolation even clearer. Gradually, he becomes cut off from nature, women, and
freedom. His life turns narrow and empty. This theme shows that in modern society, a person
can still be utterly alone. When others fail to understand one’s emotions, one becomes even

more distant. Alienation thus becomes the central human experience.

The Meaninglessness of Life: The most important theme of the novel is the
meaninglessness of life. Meursault looks for no purpose in life. He does not value love, family,
or work. He shows no grief at his mother’'s death. When Marie Cardona talks of marriage, he
says it doesn’t matter to him. He even commits murder irrationally. In court, his answer was,
“because of the sun.” This strange reason reflects his indifferent mindset. At last, in prison, he
realizes that man must die. Death is inevitable. Therefore, everything is ultimately
meaningless. Camus shows in this theme that life has no permanent meaning. Meaning is
something we create for ourselves. When Meursault accepts this meaninglessness, he finally

finds peace. This realization is the essence of the “Absurd philosophy.”

The Influence of Nature: In the novel, nature is a powerful symbol. The sun, the sea, and the
light all play roles in Meursault’s life. While swimming with Marie Cardona at the beach, he
feels joy. Nature then symbolizes freedom. But during the murder, the sun’s light takes on a
different meaning. Standing on the beach, the glare of the sun hits Meursault’'s eyes. The
intense heat confuses him. His hand trembles, and sweat pours down. At that very moment, he
pulls the trigger. Later, he says the cause of the murder was the sun. The court finds this
unacceptable. Yet nature clearly influenced his decision. Nature gives him joy, but it also brings
destruction. Camus shows that man is weak before nature. The sun and the sea are symbols of

life's indifferent forces.



Society vs. the Individual: The novel shows that society always judges human behavior.
Meursault does not follow social norms. He did not cry after his mother’s death. He went to the
cinema and had a relationship with Marie Cardona. All these are used against him in court. His
character is judged a greater crime than the murder itself. The prosecutor even calls him a
“monster.” Society believes that a person who shows no emotion is dangerous. Meursault is
not truly a criminal, but rather a different kind of person. Yet society cannot accept him.
Therefore, it eliminates him by sentencing him to death. This theme shows that if an individual
is different from society’s rules, he is deemed unacceptable. Society always imposes its own

order. Meursault’s tragedy is that he was punished simply for being different.



