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The Road Not Taken Literary Device
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Symbols

e The Two Roads: The two roads symbolize two different choices or opportunities in life. One
road is easy and familiar, while the other is difficult and unknown. These roads represent
life’s alternatives, where a person must choose only one. It shows that every decision in life

opens the door to a new future.

e The Yellow Wood: The “Yellow Wood” symbolizes the mature stage of life when a person
reflects and decides which direction to take. The yellow colour represents autumn, a symbol
of change, the passage of time, and the impermanence of life. It stands for that moment in

life when one begins to understand the meaning of past choices.

e The Road Less Travelled: This road symbolizes freedom, courage, and individuality. The
poet says, “l took the one less traveled by,” meaning he chose a path avoided by most
people. It represents new thinking, the courage to take risks, and the desire to live life in

one’'s own way.

e The Sigh: The “sigh” in the final stanza symbolizes mixed emotions. It can express both
satisfaction and regret. The poet might feel content for choosing his own path, yet he also
wonders what life would have been like had he taken the other road. This symbol reflects

the eternal conflict of the human mind.

e Leaves and Grass: Leaves and grass symbolize new opportunities and the freshness of
life. When the poet says, “In leaves no step had trodden black,” it suggests that the path
was still new and unexplored. This represents the unknown possibilities in life waiting to be

discovered.

e The Traveler: The traveler, or the poet himself, symbolizes human life. He represents
every person who comes to a crossroads and must decide which way to go. This symbol

expresses that life is a journey, and we are all travelers on our own unique paths.

Main Message - The Road Not Taken

e Life is a journey of choices.

e Every decision shapes our future.



e True success comes from following one’s own path.

e Once a choice is made, it changes everything forever.



