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The Road Not Taken Quotations
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Quotes

“] took the one less traveled by, / And that has made all the difference.” (The Speaker -

Symbolism)

Explanation: The poet describes his decision to take the path that fewer people had chosen.
The “road less traveled by” is a powerful symbol of individuality, courage, and personal choice.
It shows that true fulfilment comes from following one’s own path, not from copying others.

The “difference” means how one decision can shape an entire life.

“] shall be telling this with a sigh / Somewhere ages and ages hence.” (The Speaker - Irony)

Explanation: The poet imagines himself in the future, recalling his choice “with a sigh.” The
“sigh” creates irony — it can mean both satisfaction and regret. The speaker cannot say for
sure whether his choice was right or wrong. It reflects the uncertainty of human life and the

mixed feelings that come with every major decision.

“Two roads diverged in a yellow wood, / And sorry | could not travel both.” (The Speaker -

Symbolism)

Explanation: The two roads symbolize two different choices in life. The “yellow wood”
represents the season of maturity — a moment of reflection. The poet feels regret because he
cannot explore both paths. This moment of hesitation captures the universal human struggle of

making choices and facing their consequences.

“Because it was grassy and wanted wear.” (The Speaker - Symbolism)

Explanation: The poet chooses the second road because it was “grassy and wanted wear,”

meaning it looked less used. This symbolizes the human desire to be different — to do



something unique. The grass represents freshness, new opportunities, and unexplored

experiences. The line shows the poet’s inner wish to live life in his own way.



