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Figures of Speech

Imagery: Descriptive language that appeals to the senses (sight, sound, smell, etc.) Example:
“Through the thick corn the scarlet poppies peep.” The poet uses rich visual imagery to

describe the countryside. We can picture the red poppies and thick corn clearly in our minds.

Metaphor: A direct comparison between two unlike things without using “like” or “as.”
Example: “Waiting for the spark from heaven to fall.” Here, “spark from heaven” is a metaphor
for divine inspiration or sudden knowledge. The Scholar-Gipsy is not waiting for real fire, but for

truth or wisdom.
Symbols:

The Scholar-Gipsy: A symbol of hope, spiritual truth, and fixed purpose. He stands for
someone who is calm, patient, and full of faith. Unlike modern people, he does not lose hope or

get tired of life.

The Oxford Countryside: A symbol of peace, beauty, and memories of youth. The quiet
fields, rivers, and hills show a world of calm and inspiration. It reminds the poet of his student

life and the dreams he once had. This landscape gives rest to the heart and mind.

The “Spark from Heaven”: A symbol of divine inspiration and true knowledge. The Scholar-
Gipsy waits for this spark to fall. It means a moment of truth or wisdom that comes from above.

It is not learned from books but through patience and faith.
The Scarlet Poppy in the Cornfield: A symbol of hidden beauty and short-lived hope.

Modern Life (as a Disease): Modern life is shown as a symbol of confusion and mental
tiredness. People are always rushing, thinking too much, and losing hope. The poet calls it a

kind of “disease of the soul.” It stands for a life without peace or purpose.

The Shepherds (Modern People): They symbolize restless, confused human beings. They
work hard, but they don’t know what they truly want. They live without clear direction, always

changing, always doubting.



Main Message:

e "Modern life brings confusion, but nature brings peace."

e "Live with purpose, not in a hurry, and change."



