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Summary Part 1: The Expectation of Thetis: The poem opens with Thetis, the mother of
Achilles. She watches the god Hephaestus generate her son’s shield. She hopes to see
beautiful and noble images like cities full of music, dancing, peace, and sacrifice. She dreams
of a world ruled by justice and grace, filled with art, love, and harmony. But instead, the
surface of the shield reflects nothing of that beauty. What she sees is empty and lifeless, and
her hope for a glorious, heroic world collapses. Thetis realizes that the world her son will fight

for is not ideal or noble; it is harsh and joyless.

Part 2: The Reality on the Shield: The shield that Hephaestus forges reveals a grim modern
world. There are no peaceful meadows or loving people. Instead, Auden describes soldiers
behind barbed wires, a dull plain where children stand cold and hopeless, and a place without
mercy or faith. People obey without thought, and killing seems normal. It is a vision of modern
civilization that is mechanical, cruel, and without compassion. The bright, heroic world of

Homer is replaced by a modern wasteland where love and justice have died.

Part 3: The Moral End, Achilles and Modern Man: In the final part, Thetis understands her
son’s tragic destiny. Achilles, though brave and strong, belongs to a cruel and empty age. His
courage will lead to death, not glory. Auden contrasts the old heroic ideal with the modern loss
of meaning. Thetis weeps because the world offers no beauty or divine purpose anymore. The
poem ends with a vision of human failure. It is a reminder that modern humanity has lost faith,

kindness, and imagination.



