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Characters (Real & Personified Characters) 

The Poet / Speaker (✪✪✪): The central figure of the poem is the poet himself, William
Wordsworth. He appears here as both an observer and a listener. Surrounded by nature, he
hears the song of a lonely reaper and is deeply moved by it. As the poet, he not only listens
to the song but also feels its beauty and emotion within his heart. Although he cannot
understand the language of the song, its melody and atmosphere leave a lasting impression
on his mind. This character reflects Wordsworth’s identity as the “Poet of Nature,” one who
finds extraordinary beauty in the ordinary moments of life.

The Solitary Reaper (✪✪✪): The reaper is the main inspiration of the poem. She is a
simple peasant girl from the Highlands of Scotland, working alone in a field, reaping the
crops while singing a melancholy song. Her identity and the language of her song are
unknown. Yet her loneliness, labor, and sweet voice deeply touch the poet’s heart. She is
not merely a rural girl but a symbol of human emotion, the music of nature, and the beauty
of solitude.

Nature: Nature acts as a silent but living character in the poem. The green valley, the
Highland field, and the echoing song together create a perfect harmony. There forms a deep
connection between nature and the human soul, as the girl’s song becomes one with the
natural surroundings. Here, nature symbolizes peace, harmony, and spiritual beauty.


