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Figures of Speech

Personification

Definition: Personification is a figure of speech where non-human things are given human

qualities.

Example: “The Vale profound / Is overflowing with the sound.”

Explanation: Here, the valley (a non-living thing) is described as if it can “overflow” with
music. The poet gives life and motion to the valley, as though nature itself is responding to

the reaper’s song.

Effect: This personification makes nature seem alive and emotional. It creates harmony

between the girl’s voice and the natural world.

Metaphor
e Definition: A metaphor is a direct comparison between two unlike things without using
“like” or “as.”
¢ Example: “A voice so thrilling ne’er was heard / In spring-time from the Cuckoo-bird.”

o Explanation: The poet compares the girl’s song to the cuckoo’s call in spring. He says her

voice is even more thrilling than that of the bird.

o Effect: This metaphor emphasizes the beauty and emotional power of the girl’s song. It

shows that human emotion can surpass even the sweetest sounds of nature.

Alliteration
o Definition: Alliteration is the repetition of the same initial consonant sound in nearby
words.
o Example: “Breaking the silence of the seas.”

o Explanation: The repeated s sound in “silence” and “seas” gives the line a soft, musical

rhythm.



o Effect: The alliteration makes the verse sound melodious and enhances the song-like

quality of the poem. It also reflects the echoing beauty of the reaper’s song.

Imagery

Definition: Imagery is the use of descriptive language that appeals to the senses (sight,

sound, touch, etc.).

Example: “Behold her, single in the field, / Yon solitary Highland Lass!”

Explanation: The poet uses vivid visual imagery to show the lonely girl cutting grain in the

quiet field. Readers can almost see her and hear her song filling the valley.

Effect: This imagery creates a clear, living picture of the peaceful rural scene. It also helps

readers feel the calm, emotional beauty of the moment.

Symbolism

e Definition: Symbolism is a poetic device where an object, person, or event stands for a
deeper idea or emotion beyond its direct meaning. Wordsworth uses several beautiful

symbols in The Solitary Reaper to express the power of nature, art, and human emotion.

e The Solitary Reaper (The Highland Lass): The reaper herself is the central symbol of
the poem. She represents the simple, natural beauty of rural life and the purity of human
emotion. Her loneliness in the field symbolizes isolation and the deep connection between

human feelings and nature. She becomes a timeless image of peace and simplicity.

e The Song: The reaper’s song is a powerful symbol of art and emotion. Though the poet
does not understand its language, the melody touches his heart deeply. It represents
universal human feelings: sorrow, joy, and memory, that go beyond words. The song also

symbolizes the lasting impact of beauty on the human soul.

e The Field / Valley: The field or the valley where she sings stands for the vastness of nature
and the echo of human emotion within it. The sound fills the whole valley. This shows how
individual feelings can blend with nature’s harmony. It symbolizes the connection between

humanity and the natural world.

¢ Silence and Sound: The contrast between silence and sound in the poem symbolizes the
balance between peace and emotional depth. The reaper’s song breaks the silence of the

valley. It suggests that even a single voice can fill emptiness with meaning and beauty.

e The Nightingale and the Cuckoo: These two birds are symbols of music and inspiration.
The nightingale stands for comfort to weary travelers. The cuckoo represents the joy of

spring. By comparing the reaper’s song to theirs, Wordsworth shows that her simple, natural



music is greater than any song of legend or nature.

¢ The Memory of the Song: When the poet carries the music in his heart long after it ends,
it becomes a symbol of art’s enduring power. It shows how a beautiful moment can live on

in memory. It continue to inspire the soul even when the sound is gone.



