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Themes

Reality vs. Fantasy: The main theme of this poem is the conflict between the painful
reality of human life and the enchanting world of the fairies. Through the voices of the
fairies, Yeats presents a realm where there is no sorrow or suffering — only joy, beauty, and
eternal peace. The fairies call out to the child, saying, “Come away, O human child! / To the
waters and the wild...” They tell him that the world is “more full of weeping than you can
understand,” meaning human life is filled with tears and pain. However, this magical world
is not entirely peaceful; it symbolizes escape from reality. When the child leaves with the
fairies, he loses his home, his mother’s love, and the warmth of human life. Through this
theme, Yeats shows that no matter how much people seek peace in imagination or fantasy,
the real world, with all its sorrows, is still the true home of the human heart.

Innocence and the Pain of Loss: The second theme is the innocence of childhood and
the sorrow of losing it. The child in the poem symbolizes the pure, innocent soul of
humanity. The fairies tempt this soul away to a dreamlike world where there is no pain —
but also no human warmth. In the final stanza, Yeats writes with deep sadness that the child
will never again hear, “The lowing of the calves on the warm hillside, Or the kettle on the
hob sing peace into his breast.”  These lines represent the simple joys and peaceful
comforts of real life. By going away with the fairies, the child loses that tender, homely
warmth forever. Through this theme, Yeats reminds us that innocence, however beautiful,
always carries the pain of loss, and escaping reality means losing the very love that makes
life meaningful.

 


