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Themes

e Conflict Between Old Age and Imagination: The main theme of this poem is the
struggle between the aging body and the youthful mind. Yeats says that although his body
has grown weak, his mind still burns with energy, passion, and imagination. He feels that old
age is an “absurdity”—a meaningless burden forced upon him. Yet, the fire of imagination
will not let him rest; it continues to make him a poet. This conflict is at the heart of “The
Tower.” Yeats wants to show that old age can suppress the body, but the creative soul

never grows old.

¢ Memory and Self-Reflection: The second theme deals with the power of memory and the
search for self-identity. Standing in his tower, Yeats recalls old people, stories, loves, and
legends—Ilike Mrs. French, Hanrahan, and the blind singer. These memories become the
source of his imagination and the echo of life’s deepest questions. He asks himself whether
an artist loses himself in his creations or finds his true self through them. Yeats shows that
memory is not just a part of the past, but a mirror of the soul through which a man discovers

who he truly is.

o Immortality of the Soul and Eternity of Art: The final theme is the immortality of the
soul and the enduring power of art. Yeats believes that though human beings die, their
creative spirit never perishes. He declares, “Now shall | make my soul,” meaning he will
shape his soul in such a way that it will rise beyond death into the Translunar Paradise. For
Yeats, art is the true path to immortality. Poetry, music, thought, and love keep the soul
alive forever. Through this theme, Yeats overcomes his fear of death and finds spiritual

peace, discovering that art and imagination are eternal.



