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The poem starts with the Wanderer praying to God for comfort and guidance as he endures his
lonely exile at sea. Despite his suffering, he accepts that this is his destiny, and he cannot
escape it.

The Wanderer remembers the pain of losing his lord and kinsmen to death and destruction. He
feels completely alone, with no one to share his sorrow. Although he believes it is wise to hide
emotions, he admits that no one can escape sadness or change their fate.

He reflects on his own life, explaining how he lost his kind lord, who passed away. Without a
lord to protect him, he was exiled from his homeland. Feeling cold and hopeless, he sailed the
rough seas, searching for a new lord or a place to belong but found nothing. He longs for the
joys of his past life—his lord’s hall, feasting, and the camaraderie of his friends—but all of that
is gone now.

The Wanderer explains how those who have been exiled like him can truly understand the pain
of loneliness. He describes how the freezing cold and his memories make his sorrow worse.
Even in dreams, when he imagines the happiness of the past, he wakes up to the harsh reality
of his isolation. These fleeting moments of joy make his loneliness feel even heavier.

The poem shifts from his personal story to reflections on life. The Wanderer observes how even
the strongest lords and their kingdoms cannot escape the effects of time. Riches fade,
buildings crumble, and people die. He shares lessons he has learned: a wise man must stay
calm, avoid boasting, and accept that loss is part of life. He describes how people meet
different fates—some die in battle, others drown, and some are taken by animals or buried in
the earth.

The Wanderer then reflects on life's unpredictability. He believes that God, the Creator of Men,
controls everything and that hardships can happen to anyone at anytime. He imagines God as
wise and understanding, even sharing the sorrow of lost treasures, ruined kingdoms, and the
passing of time.

The Wanderer describes his former home, now decayed and covered in frost. There is no
music, no joy, and the harsh winter only deepens the feeling of despair. Despite these
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hardships, the Wanderer concludes that everything in life is controlled by fate—wealth, friends,
and power will all disappear.

In the end, the Wanderer advises that true wisdom comes from staying patient, being strong in
faith, and looking to God for comfort. He encourages people to trust in God, as only He offers
true peace and stability in a fleeting and unpredictable world.


