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Themes

Family Relationships: In the novel, the tensions, love, and misunderstandings within the
Ramsay family are clearly shown. James finds peace in his mother’s affection but suffers from
his father’s harshness. Cam is also irritated by her father’'s rudeness, yet during the boat
journey, she feels tenderness toward him. Mr. Ramsay longs for the love of his wife and
children, but it is not directly expressed. Mrs. Ramsay holds the entire family together. The

family here is the center of joy, sorrow, and life itself.

Passage of Time: In The Window, the small events of a single day move forward slowly, while
in Time Passes, many years vanish in a moment. Mrs. Ramsay’s sudden death, Andrew’s death
in a war explosion, and Prue’s death in childbirth—all happen suddenly. Meanwhile, the house
becomes covered with dust and cobwebs. When the family returns after ten years, the passage

of time is still deeply felt. Life moves on, people change, but memory remains.

Art and Creativity: Lily Briscoe’s painting in the novel is a symbol of art and creativity.
Charles Tansley tells her, “Women can’t paint.” Yet Lily continues to paint. At first, she is
doubtful, but in the end, she is able to finish her picture. This shows that art is a means of
personal struggle, self-confidence, and expression. Even after Mrs. Ramsay’s death, Lily’s work

proves that art can overcome time.

Human Love and Incompleteness: Mr. Ramsay wants verbal confirmation of love from his
wife, but Mrs. Ramsay never expresses it in words. Yet there is deep affection in their
relationship. The children see their father as harsh, but during the Lighthouse journey, when he
praises them, they feel love. In the novel, love is always present, but it is often incomplete and

silent.



