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Plot Summary 

Tom’s Birth and Allworthy’s Kindness: The novel opens at Squire Allworthy’s country
estate in Somersetshire. Allworthy is kind, wealthy, and very just. After a trip to London,
Allworthy finds a baby boy hidden in his bed. The child is wrapped in old cloth and left by a
mystery person. Mrs. Deborah Wilkins, the housekeeper, reacts harshly and wants the
mother punished. Allworthy disagrees and refuses to judge harshly. He cares for the baby as
his own. He names the baby Tom Jones.

Allworthy begins to look for Tom’s mother. Mrs. Deborah Wilkins investigates all the local
women. She soon suspects Jenny Jones, a bright but poor servant. Jenny admits to being the
mother but will not name the father. Allworthy handles the confession gently. He forgives Jenny
and gives her support to start a new life elsewhere.

The villagers spread rumors about Tom’s birth and even suggest Allworthy is the real father.
Allworthy ignores them and focuses on caring for Tom. Allworthy’s strong sense of morality is
seen early. He values compassion and mercy over society’s narrow judgment. This sets the
moral tone for the book.

The Blifil Family and Tom’s Early Childhood: Not long after, Allworthy’s lonely sister
Bridget marries Captain Blifil. Dr. Blifil, the captain's brother, pushes for this marriage. But he is
jealous of his brother’s fortune. Bridget and Captain Blifil have a son, Master Blifil. Soon,
Captain Blifil and Dr. Blifil quarrel. Their bitterness and ambition are clear. Dr. Blifil dies of
heartbreak, and Captain Blifil himself dies quickly from a stroke. Bridget is left a widow with her
son Blifil.

Tom and Blifil are raised together at Allworthy’s estate. Both boys receive care, education, and
discipline. Tom is impulsive and gets in trouble. But He is basically good-hearted, cheerful, and
quick to forgive. Blifil is sly, envious, ambitious, and quietly mean. From early on, Fielding
contrasts natural goodness and calculated virtue.

Tom’s Youth: Trouble and True Kindness:  Tom’s lively spirit leads to many challenges. He
steals fruit, gets in fights, and jokes too much. The staff and tutors, Thwackum (religion) and
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Square (philosophy), are strict and often side with Blifil. Blifil flatters the tutors to gain their
favor but hides his own cruelty.

Tom develops a friendship with Black George, the gamekeeper. One day, they shoot game on
Squire Western’s land. Tom refuses to betray Black George and is punished severely. 

Tom’s First Love Affair and Problems: Tom’s first love affair is with Molly Seagrim. She is
Black George’s bold daughter. When Molly becomes pregnant, Tom takes the blame to protect
his friend. But it turns out Molly has also been with Will Barnes, who may be the real father,
Will Barnes. Tom’s sense of honor and compassion sometimes makes him foolish. But he is
always quick to fix mistakes and help those in need. 

Meanwhile, Blifil is cold and always eager to harm Tom’s reputation. Blifil uses his sly tongue to
turn Allworthy against Tom. Tom’s sexuality is shown in his affair with Molly. It is portrayed by
Fielding as natural and not wicked. Fielding’s concept of morality is practical and kind. It is
worse to lie and be cruel than to be passionate. Tom is open, apologetic, and generous, not
hypocritical.

Introducing Sophia Western: Sophia Western, Squire Western’s only daughter. She is
beautiful, gentle, well-educated, and a good girl. Squire Western is loud, fun. He loves horses
and hunting. But he is rough and impulsive. Mrs Western, Sophia’s aunt, is obsessed with
wealth, fashion, and class. Sophia and Tom met as children. Sophia admires Tom’s warmth and
honesty. As they grow, Tom saves Sophia from a dangerous fall and breaks his arm, which
makes her love bloom quietly. Their affection grows slowly. Tom does not see Sophia’s heart at
first because he is distracted by trouble and kindness to others.

Squire Western cares about his daughter. But he is determined that she should marry for
money and position, not for love. Sophia wants to choose for herself. Fielding gives a lively
picture of rural England and its social tensions between old traditions, new money, and
freedom. 

Satire, Social Life, and Real Characters: Fielding fills the story with satire and lively
characterization. Tom is drawn as deeply flawed. But he is always sincere and loving. Sophia is
the moral center. She is patient, generous, and sometimes clever in defending her right to
choose. Blifil is the main villain. He is cold, envious, and sly under a mask of virtue. Squire
Western is comic yet real, crude but loving. Mrs Western chases social ambition. 

Fielding uses minor characters—like Black George, Partridge (Tom’s tutor and friend),
Lady Bellaston (a London aristocrat), and Mrs Waters (whose real identity is critical at the
end)—to enrich the world. Even the servants, lawyers, clergy, thieves, and city folk are drawn
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sharply and with humor.

Fielding’s characterization gives life to the class system of England. He contrasts true goodness
(which is practical and human) with fake virtue (which is all about appearance and self-
interest). Tom’s “wildness” is always balanced by a “good heart.” Blifil’s “manners” are hollow.

Banishment of Tom from Allworthy House: Blifil’s scheming finally succeeds in turning
Squire Allworthy against Tom. Tom is accused of various minor crimes and errors. These seem
much more serious because of Blifil's lies. The tutors back up Blifil. Allworthy, in despair and
believing Tom unfixable, banishes him from the house. Tom leaves with sadness, shame, and
regret. 

Tom’s Journey and Real Growth: Tom Jones now begins a series of adventures that mark
this novel as picaresque. He travels with Partridge across England, moving through all levels of
society. He joins the army briefly, meets gypsies, bandits, lawyers, innkeepers, and noblemen.
He is mistaken for a thief, fights duels, and runs into comic trouble everywhere.

Tom meets Mrs Waters at an inn. He rescues her from danger and has a brief affair. He helps
Partridge set up as his companion. Tom’s good nature leads him to help many people. He risks
his own safety for friends, stops fights, and is always ready to share money or comfort.

The picaresque form lets Fielding show England’s social life, from rural manors to city slums,
puppet shows, courtrooms, and London balls. Tom’s biggest tests are about learning true
virtue. He is often tempted or foolish, but he grows as a person.

Tom’s Loyalty to Black George’s Family: Tom also helps Black George’s family in several
important ways. He always shows kindness and generosity. First, Black George is Allworthy’s
gamekeeper. One day, Black George is caught poaching animals to feed his poor family. Tom is
punished for poaching but refuses to betray Black George. Later, Black George loses his job,
and his family becomes very poor and hungry.

Tom is truly sympathetic to their suffering. He secretly sells his own horse and even his Bible to
get money. With this money, Tom buys food and supplies and sends them to Black George’s
starving family. Tom also visits Black George’s home to check how they are doing and
sometimes brings gifts or food himself.

When Black George is dismissed from Allworthy’s service, Tom pleads with Allworthy to forgive
Black George. Tom tries everything to help Black George keep his job, but Blifil’s lies ruin the
chance.
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Later, Tom tries to help again. He asks Squire Western to hire Black George as a gamekeeper.
It shows he cares deeply about helping friends in need. Despite his own troubles, Tom always
puts Black George’s family first, sacrifices his own comfort, and remains loyal. After all this,
Black George later cheats him by keeping a found banknote. Tom forgives even this, showing
his forgiving nature. Through this incident, Fielding shows that Tom’s real “virtue" is shown by
these kind and charitable actions, not just by following rules. Tom’s generosity to Black
George’s family separates him from the selfish and greedy people in the story. 

Sophia’s Escape and Tom’s Misunderstandings: Meanwhile, Sophia’s father, Squire
Western, now tries to force Sophia to marry Blifil to unite their lands. Sophia refuses and is
locked up. Mrs Western, for family pride, supports it. 

At last, Sophia leaves her father’s house and travels to London with her maid, Honour.  In
London, she meets her cousin, Mrs Fitzpatrick. Then, she meets Lady Bellaston—a rich and
manipulative woman who becomes jealous of Sophia. Lady Bellaston and Mrs Western pressure
Sophia to marry Lord Fellamar. This time, although Sophia agrees to meet him, she firmly
rejects his proposal. Meanwhile, Tom is heartbroken and writes Sophia a letter, but it creates
more confusion. Lady Bellaston shows Sophia an old letter from Tom proposing to her, not
Sophia. Sophia feels betrayed and distances herself from Tom.

Imprisonment, Intrigues, and Family Conflicts: Squire Western finds Sophia and locks her
in his London lodging. He demands that she marry Blifil, but Sophia refuses. Lord Fellamar
challenges Western to a duel for his rough treatment. Though Western is unharmed, Sophia
becomes frightened and again rejects marriage without her father’s consent. She remains
locked in a room. Tom secretly sends her a letter through Black George, showing his care.
Eventually, Mrs Western demands control over Sophia, and Western surrenders the key. Sophia
then writes to Tom, thanking him but asking him not to write again. Tom is heartbroken. Later,
he visits the playhouse, and after the play, Mrs Fitzpatrick invites him to visit her.

Tom’s Arrest and Sophia’s Cold Silence: Lady Bellaston plots with Lord Fellamar to remove
Tom by sending him into the navy. She shares Tom’s old love letter with Mrs Western.
Meanwhile, tom meets with Mrs Fitzpatrick. She advises Tom to trick Mrs Western into
supporting him, but Tom refuses. End of conversation When Tom leaving Mrs Fitzpatrick in the
meantime Mr Fitzpatrick returns home. He doubted and attacked Tom in jealousy immediately.
Tom defends himself and  Fitzpatrick is injured heavily. Tom is arrested. He is accused of
attempted murder. Sophia hears of the fight and sees the same old letter again. She feels
devastated and writes a cold note. She tells Tom never to contact her. Now, Tom is in jail and
Sophia is in emotional turmoil.
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Sorrow Deepens and Hope Wanes: Tom remains in prison, overwhelmed by guilt and
despair. Sophia stays with Mrs Western, who again urges her to marry Lord Fellamar. Sophia
stands firm in her refusal. Blifil accuses Tom of being a villain, while Mrs Miller defends him.
Allworthy listens but still doubts Tom. Squire Western comes to London and argues with
Allworthy, insisting on the marriage. Sophia continues to resist. Mrs Miller takes a letter from
Tom to Sophia. At first, Sophia refuses it, but later reads it after learning about Tom’s kindness.
Still, she feels confused. Meanwhile, Even though many are on Tom's side, Allworthy still can't
trust him. The pressure on Sophia increases, and Fellamar proposes once more. She refuses
calmly. Tom’s letter fails to heal the wounds. Sophia cannot forgive him. Both are heartbroken,
distant, and trapped in sorrow. 

Tom is still in jail and heartbroken. He is accused of almost killing Mr Fitzpatrick. He is
miserable, heartbroken, and thinks Sophia will never love him again. In this situation,  He gets
an unexpected visit from Mrs Waters. She is the woman he met earlier at Upton. She tells him
Mr Fitzpatrick is not dying. This news gives Tom some relief. Still, he fears more trouble is
coming. People say he started the duel first.  In this time,  Sophia is angry, and Tom feels
hopeless.

Shocking Truths and Sudden Turns: The final part of the story begins. Tom, still in prison,
hears shocking news. Partridge tells him something terrible about Mrs Waters. She might be
Tom’s own mother. Tom is horrified and nearly loses his mind. Partridge promises to find out
the full truth. Soon, Tom gets a letter from Mrs Waters. She writes that Fitzpatrick will be fine.
She also says Tom will not be charged. She hints she has more news about his past. Later,
Black George comes to visit Tom. He brings good news about Sophia’s freedom. Her aunt and
father had a big fight. Now, Sophia is no longer locked up. Tom feels some hope again after
hearing this.

Then comes the turning point in the story. Mrs Waters goes to meet Mr Allworthy. She tells him
the truth about Tom’s birth. Tom is not her son or Partridge’s son. Tom is the child of Mr
Allworthy’s sister, Bridget. His father was a man named Summer. Years ago, Bridget secretly
gave birth to Tom. Mrs Waters helped place baby Tom in Allworthy’s bed. Bridget hoped
Allworthy would raise him kindly.

Mr Allworthy is shocked by the news. He soon finds out a more painful truth. His nephew, Blifil,
had hidden Bridget’s letter. That letter proved Tom’s real birth and family. Blifil also tried to
send Tom into the navy. He caused many of Tom’s problems in secret. Mr Allworthy is very hurt
and disappointed. He decides to disown Blifil completely.
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Reconciliation and Happy Ending: Now, Sophia’s situation also gets better. Mr Allworthy
meets Sophia and speaks kindly. He says she will not have to marry Blifil. He also tells her that
Tom is his nephew. Tom is now Allworthy’s rightful heir. Sophia is surprised but remains calm.
She says she still cannot marry Tom. She feels Tom must first earn her trust.

Soon, more good news arrives for Tom. Mr Fitzpatrick recovers and tells the truth. He says Tom
did not start the duel. Two noblemen also support Tom’s case. Tom is finally set free from jail.
Mr Allworthy meets Tom and hugs him. He forgives Tom and accepts him as family. Tom is
happy and promises to live a better life. Later, Tom and Sophia meet once again. Tom asks for
her forgiveness with deep feeling. Sophia does not forgive him right away. She says he must
prove his love in time. Tom promises to stay loyal and honest. Sophia sees that Tom has truly
changed. She agrees to marry him after some time.

Squire Western hears the happy news. He learns about Tom’s good fortune and change. He
happily supports the marriage of Tom and Sophia. Mr Allworthy also blesses their union with
joy. Tom and Sophia finally get married.

They begin a new life full of happiness. Squire Western gives Tom part of his land. Mr Allworthy
stays kind and generous as always. Partridge receives rewards for raising Tom lovingly. Mrs
Miller and her family also find joy. Even Blifil is sent away peacefully. He gets a small yearly
income to live quietly. 

Tom and Sophia live a loving and peaceful life. They have children and stay faithful to each
other. Their home becomes full of joy and kindness. They help others and remain honest and
good. The novel ends with a kind farewell. The narrator thanks the readers for joining the
journey. He ends the story of a foundling with blessings.

Detailed Summary of “Tom Jones by Henry Fielding

Book- I

Squire Allworthy Finds the Foundling: Squire Allworthy is a wealthy and kind man. He lives
in the country with his sister, Miss Bridget. Mr. Allworthy returns home after a long trip to
London. On his bed, he finds a baby boy left alone. The baby is wrapped in plain clothes and is
sleeping. Mr. Allworthy feels sorry for the child and decides to care for him. He asks his
housekeeper, Mrs. Deborah Wilkins, to look after the baby. Mrs. Wilkins thinks the child’s
mother is a bad woman and should be punished. Miss Bridget acts calm and supports her
brother’s wish to raise the child. She saves her harsh words for the unknown mother.
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Searching for the Mother: Mr. Allworthy and his staff try to find out who the mother is. Mrs.
Wilkins visits the houses in the village. People are afraid of her and try to avoid her. She talks
mostly to women and soon suspects a girl named Jenny Jones. Jenny is not pretty, but she is
smart and has learned Latin. Jenny worked as a nurse for Miss Bridget when Bridget was sick.
Jenny is called before Mrs. Wilkins and quickly admits she is the baby’s mother.

Jenny Jones and Mr. Allworthy: Jenny does not want to name the father of her child. Mr.
Allworthy talks kindly to Jenny. He scolds her for her mistake but forgives her because she was
honest. He offers Jenny help and promises to care for her child so she can go away and start a
new life. He hopes she will become a better person. Jenny thanks him and leaves the village.

Village Gossip: The people in the village gossip about Jenny and Mr. Allworthy. They say
unkind things and even spread rumors that Mr. Allworthy is the father. Still, Mr. Allworthy is
patient and believes he did the right thing by helping Jenny and her baby.

The Arrival of the Blifil Brothers:

Many visitors stay at Mr. Allworthy’s house. Two brothers are among them. One is Dr. Blifil, a
clergyman. The other is Captain Blifil, who was once a soldier. Dr. Blifil wants his brother to
marry Miss Bridget because they think she will inherit Mr. Allworthy’s money. Captain Blifil
follows his brother’s advice. He acts gentle and talks often with Miss Bridget. Miss Bridget is
happy with Captain Blifil and agrees to marry him in secret.

Miss Bridget’s Secret Marriage:

After their marriage, Dr. Blifil tells Mr. Allworthy about it. Mr. Allworthy is not angry. He says his
sister is old enough to know what makes her happy. He wishes them both well and welcomes
Captain Blifil into the family.

Captain Blifil’s Ingratitude: After the wedding, Captain Blifil treats his brother badly. Dr.
Blifil is sad because he helped his brother, but is now ignored. Captain Blifil says unkind things
and makes life hard for Dr. Blifil. At last, Dr. Blifil leaves Mr. Allworthy’s house and goes to
London, where he dies of a broken heart.

Book 1 ends with the captain and Miss Bridget now married. The baby boy, found by Allworthy,
is being raised in his home. The village continues to gossip, and there are signs of new family
troubles to come. 

Book -II
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About This Story: The narrator explains how this story will be told. The writer will focus on
important events. If nothing interesting happens, that part will be skipped. Some chapters will
be long and some will be short. The goal is to make the story easy and enjoyable for readers.

The Birth of Master Blifil: Eight months after her marriage, Miss Bridget Blifil has a baby
boy. The birth makes Mr. Allworthy happy. He loves this new baby but still cares for young
Tom, the foundling, whom he treats like a son. Mrs. Blifil, Bridget, agrees to raise both boys
together, though she feels uneasy about showing kindness to the foundling. Captain Blifil, her
husband, does not like that Tom is treated so well. He believes nothing good should come to
such children. He tries to convince Mr. Allworthy to send Tom away, but Mr. Allworthy refuses.

Mrs. Wilkins Makes a Discovery:

Mrs. Deborah Wilkins, the housekeeper, discovers who Tom’s real father might be. She finds
out this news from village gossip and her own curiosity. She tells Captain Blifil that the
schoolmaster, Mr. Partridge, is probably Tom’s father. The secret comes from Jenny Jones’s
past as a servant in the Partridge house. Mrs. Wilkins hopes this will make the others dislike
Tom and remove him from the house.

Trouble in the Partridge Household: Jenny Jones used to live with Mr. Partridge, the
schoolmaster, and his wife. Jenny was smart and learned Latin from Mr. Partridge. Mrs.
Partridge grew jealous of Jenny. She wrongly thought her husband was too friendly with the
girl. This jealousy leads to a huge fight. Mrs. Partridge accuses Jenny and chases her out of the
house. Mr. Partridge tries to defend himself, but his wife is too angry to listen.

Village Gossip and Domestic Strife: Gossip spreads quickly in the village. People add to the
story, saying Mr. Partridge beat his wife, or worse. Mrs. Partridge’s jealousy grows stronger
after hearing Jenny has had a child soon after leaving. She blames her husband and attacks
him. They have a violent and messy fight at home.

The Scandal Reaches Mr. Allworthy: Rumors soon reach Mrs. Wilkins, who tells Captain
Blifil. Captain Blifil secretly likes having bad things said about Tom’s father. However, he waits
for someone else to tell Mr. Allworthy. When no one does, the captain finally tells Mr. Allworthy
himself. He says Mr. Partridge is Tom's father.

The Trial of Mr. Partridge: Mr. Allworthy calls Mr. Partridge and Mrs. Partridge to his house.
Mrs. Wilkins reports what she knows. Mrs. Partridge says her husband is guilty, based on her
suspicions. Mr. Partridge protests his innocence, but admits he once confessed under pressure.
He asks for Jenny Jones to be sent for, but she is missing and cannot defend him. Mr. Allworthy
believes there is enough evidence and removes Mr. Partridge’s yearly payment. Mr. Partridge
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and his wife become very poor.

The Downfall of Mr. Partridge: Mrs. Partridge regrets what she said, but it is too late. She
cannot get Mr. Allworthy to help them. Someone sends them small gifts to survive. Soon, Mrs.
Partridge dies from sickness. The villagers first praised Mr. Allworthy’s justice, but later feel
sorry for Mr. Partridge. At last, Mr. Partridge leaves the village alone, sad and without work.

Captain Blifil and His Wife Grow Apart: Captain Blifil does not get what he wants. Mr.
Allworthy still cares for Tom and keeps him at home. Captain Blifil and his wife begin to dislike
each other. They argue about many things, especially religion, and lose all love for one
another. Mr. Allworthy does not see how unhappy they are, because both hide their troubles
from him.

Captain Blifil’s Secret Hopes: Captain Blifil spends his days dreaming of the money he will
get when Mr. Allworthy dies. He makes plans to improve the house and gardens. He reads
books about building and waits for Mr. Allworthy’s death. But one day, while walking outside,
Captain Blifil suddenly dies himself from a stroke.

The Death of Captain Blifil: Mrs. Blifil becomes very upset when Captain Blifil does not come
home. She cries and fears something is wrong. Soon, servants find the captain’s body in the
garden. He is dead, and doctors cannot help him. Mrs. Blifil acts very sad and stays in her room
for a month. After a while, she returns to her normal life. Captain Blifil is buried, and Mr.
Allworthy arranges for a fancy gravestone and writes words to praise him. Thus, the book II
End.  

Book -III

A Long Time Passes: Many years go by in Mr. Allworthy’s house. Nothing important happens
during this time. Twelve years pass, and now Tom Jones is about fourteen years old.

Tom Jones and Master Blifil as Boys: As a boy, Tom Jones is wild and full of mischief. He
steals fruit, a duck, and even Master Blifil’s ball. All the family thinks Tom will end up badly.
Master Blifil is the opposite. He is quiet, serious, and very well-behaved. Everyone praises Blifil
and dislikes Tom. Tom’s only friend is Black George, the friendly gamekeeper. The servants
gossip that “you know a boy by his friends.” One day, Tom talks Black George into crossing
nearby land to shoot a partridge. They know the land belongs to Squire Western, who hates
trespassers. Tom shoots the bird, but Squire Western catches him. Black George hides. Squire
Western complains loudly to Mr. Allworthy.
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Tom Takes the Blame: Mr. Allworthy questions Tom. He wants to know if anyone was with
him. Tom refuses to name Black George. He is punished and spends the night worrying. The
next day, Tom gets whipped harshly by Mr. Thwackum, their tutor. Tom does not tell the
secret. Mr. Allworthy later feels sorry for Tom and rewards him with a little horse for his
honesty.

Mr. Thwackum and Mr. Square: Tom and Blifil have two tutors. Mr. Thwackum is a religious
man. Mr. Square is a philosopher who loves big ideas. Thwackum thinks every child is bad and
must be fixed with religion and discipline. Square thinks virtue comes from following reason
and nature. The two men often argue about honor and goodness. Tom gets into a fight with
Blifil one day after being called a bad name. Thwackum and Square side with Blifil, but Tom
explains he acted out of loyalty and refused to give up his friend. Mr. Allworthy forgives Tom.

Favoritism and Rivalry: Mr. Thwackum and Mr. Square both favor Master Blifil. He flatters
them and his uncle. Tom, however, laughs at their serious talks and does not follow their
lessons. Thwackum and Square both want to marry Mrs. Blifil, so they praise her son and
dislike Tom. Mrs. Blifil herself often complains to them about Tom, though she starts to enjoy
Tom’s company as he grows older.

Mrs. Blifil’s Strange Feelings: Mrs. Blifil barely loves her son, Master Blifil, but she begins to
like Tom. Everyone in the house and neighborhood can see it. When Mr. Allworthy notices that
Mrs. Blifil dislikes her own son, he starts to feel sorry for Blifil and to think less kindly of Tom.
This shift is important for what comes later in the story.

Tom’s Kindness to Black George’s Family: One day, Tom sells his horse. Mr. Thwackum
tries to beat the truth out of him. Tom confesses to Mr. Allworthy that he sold the horse to help
Black George’s starving family. Mr. Allworthy is touched and tells Tom to come to him for help
in the future. Tom’s charity is debated by the tutors. Thwackum says Tom was wrong to go
against Mr. Allworthy’s wishes. Square sides with Tom.

Tom Sells His Bible and Helps Again: People discover that Tom once sold his Bible to help
Black George’s family. Master Blifil bought the Bible from Tom. Thwackum says selling a Bible
is a terrible sin, but Square and Mrs. Blifil do not agree. Mr. Allworthy says Tom has already
been punished so nothing more should be done.

Bad News for Black George: Squire Western sues Black George for hunting on his land. Tom
takes Mr. Allworthy to visit Black George’s poor family and pleads for mercy. Mr. Allworthy
decides to forgive Black George. Tom is so happy he hurries back to tell the family. But while
Tom is gone, Master Blifil tells Mr. Allworthy a story about Black George breaking the law again.
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Mr. Allworthy believes Blifil and will not help Black George anymore. Tom cannot understand
why.

Tom Looks for Help from Squire Western: Tom is now good friends with Squire Western,
who enjoys sports and hunting. Tom’s sports skills impress the squire. Tom plans to save Black
George by getting him a job with Squire Western. Tom asks Western’s daughter to help,
because she has influence with her father. She is described as about seventeen and very dear
to the squire.

End of Book III: The story ends with Tom hoping to help his friend Black George by using his
friendship with Squire Western and his daughter. The girl, Sophia Western, is about to become
a main character. 

Book --IV

The Introduction of Sophia Western: The story pauses to introduce Miss Sophia Western.
The narrator compares this to grand plays where the most important characters get a special
entrance. Sophia is the main heroine of the story.

Description of Sophia: Sophia Western is about eighteen years old. She is the only daughter
of Squire Western. Sophia is tall and very beautiful. She has black, curly hair, bright eyes, and a
kind face. She is gentle, smart, innocent, and well-mannered. Sophia’s aunt taught her to
behave like a proper lady. Her beauty and good nature attract many admirers.

A Story About Sophia’s Childhood Friendship: When Sophia was about thirteen, Tom
Jones gave her a bird. Sophia loved the bird and took care of it every day. One day, Tom,
Sophia, and Master Blifil were playing together. Blifil, wanting to show off, let the bird go free.
Sophia was very upset, and Tom tried to get the bird back. While climbing a tree, Tom fell into
a canal. Sophia was worried for Tom, but he was not hurt badly. The bird, however, was lost to
a hawk. The adults discuss the event afterward but decide that both boys were motivated by
different ideas—Tom by kindness, and Blifil by showing off. Sophia remembers Tom’s kindness
and feels he is brave and friendly.

Sophia’s Growing Feelings and Tom’s Popularity: Sophia grows up to dislike Master Blifil
and to admire Tom. Tom becomes well-liked in the neighborhood, especially with women,
because he is friendly and polite. Tom often dines at Squire Western’s house. He treats Sophia
with great respect. She is cheerful around Tom, and her feelings for him secretly grow stronger.
Tom, however, is friendly with everyone and does not realize Sophia likes him.
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Tom Asks Sophia For a Favor: One day, Tom asks Sophia for help. He wants her to ask her
father to give Black George, the gamekeeper, his job back. Sophia promises to help and tells
Tom she already sent gifts to Black George's family. Sophia, feeling brave, asks Tom for a favor
in return. She asks him not to lead her father into dangerous places while hunting. Tom
promises to be careful. He kisses Sophia’s hand for the first time, and both feel a new emotion.

Sophia Helps the Gamekeeper: That evening, Sophia plays her father’s favorite songs on
the harpsichord to please him. She asks for Black George to have the gamekeeping job. Squire
Western agrees happily. Black George now has his job back, thanks to Sophia and Tom. Some
people praise their kindness. Others gossip or criticize Tom. Master Blifil is jealous of Tom’s
success and complains. The tutors, Thwackum and Square, also try to turn Mr. Allworthy
against Tom.

Tom’s Love for Another Girl: Tom does not notice Sophia’s feelings because he is interested
in another girl named Molly Seagrim. Molly is the daughter of Black George. She is pretty but
bold. Tom and Molly start a secret relationship. Tom cares about Molly and feels responsible for
her, even when he knows he is risking his reputation.

Molly Receives Gifts and Attracts Attention: Molly wears a nice dress Sophia gave to her
family. She goes to church dressed in it and draws the attention and envy of other women.
People whisper and laugh at her. Mr. Allworthy has to restore order in the church.

Molly Fights with Villagers: After the church service, the village women attack Molly out of
jealousy. She fights back fiercely and uses whatever she can as a weapon. Tom returns, sees
the fight, and comes to her rescue. He helps her home as gently as he can.

Molly’s Family Quarrel: At home, Molly’s mother and sisters scold her for wearing nice
clothes and for her scandalous relationship. Molly argues back and gives her mother some
money that Tom has given her. This makes her mother calmer. The family plans to have one of
Molly’s sisters take a job with Sophia. But fate will soon change this plan.

The Village Hears the News: The village curate, Mr. Supple, brings news that Molly is
pregnant. People suspect Tom is the father. Squire Western jokes about it, but Sophia is
secretly upset. She realizes just how much she cares for Tom. That night, Sophia tries to avoid
Tom and decides she should visit her aunt to keep her distance from him.

Molly is Arrested and Tom Confesses: Molly is taken to Mr. Allworthy because of her
pregnancy. Tom meets them at the gate and confesses he is the father. He begs Mr. Allworthy
not to send Molly to jail. Mr. Allworthy shows mercy and lets Molly go home. Although he is
angry with Tom, he also admires Tom’s honesty. Thwackum and others want Tom to be
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punished, but Mr. Allworthy forgives him.

Rumors and Jealousy: Mr. Square tries to make Mr. Allworthy think badly of Tom, suggesting
he only helped Black George’s family to get close to Molly. These rumors work, and now Mr.
Allworthy begins to wonder about Tom’s true motives.

Sophia’s Confused Feelings: Sophia is troubled by the news about Tom and Molly. She tries
to convince herself not to care about Tom anymore, but her feelings return when she next sees
him. She decides to avoid Tom, but an accident soon changes everything.

Sophia Is Rescued by Tom:  While hunting, Sophia’s horse throws her off. Tom rushes to her
side and saves her from a bad fall, breaking his own arm. Sophia is grateful and touched by
Tom’s bravery. She realizes how much she loves him, and Tom begins to feel the same way
about Sophia.

Tom Recovers and Sophia Hears More Gossip: Tom is taken to Squire Western’s house to
rest. Sophia also receives medical care. Tom’s arm is set by the doctor. Sophia’s maid, Mrs.
Honour, talks much about Tom and Molly. Sophia pretends not to care but listens closely. She
feels embarrassment and confusion about her feelings for Tom.

End of Book IV: Both Tom and Sophia struggle with their feelings. Tom’s kindness and
mistakes bring trouble, but also show his honest heart. Sophia's love grows despite her efforts
to hide it. The gossip in the village stirs up more problems, and everyone waits to see what will
happen next. 

Book -V

Tom’s Recovery and Many Visitors: Tom Jones spends many weeks recovering from his
broken arm. He receives visits from several people. Mr. Allworthy visits Tom often. He gives
Tom gentle advice and urges him to live more wisely. Thwackum, the strict teacher, says Tom’s
accident is a punishment from God and warns him to repent. Square, the philosopher, tells Tom
pain is unimportant and should not bother a wise man. Blifil visits only rarely and reminds Tom
to behave so they can stay friends. Squire Western comes often and tries to cheer up Tom with
his company and hunting talk. Sophia Western also visits. She tries to hide her feelings, but her
eyes and blushes show she cares about Tom.

Tom Notices Sophia Cares for Him: Tom pays attention to Sophia’s awkwardness and
blushes. He begins to suspect she likes him. He is glad but worried, because Sophia’s father,
Squire Western, wants her to marry someone rich. Tom also feels bad, because he promised
love and care to Molly Seagrim, who is now in a difficult situation.
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Tom Struggles with His Feelings: At first, Tom tries to focus only on Molly. He decides to
keep away from Sophia out of guilt and duty. But Mrs. Honour, Sophia’s maid, hints to Tom that
Sophia still cherishes a gift from him. When Sophia is seen wearing this gift, a muff, Tom’s
feelings for her grow stronger.

Tom Learns the Truth About Molly: Tom visits Molly to settle things. He finds her locked in
her room. When he goes in, he finds Mr. Square, the philosopher, hiding inside. Tom realizes
Molly has been unfaithful. The discovery breaks his attachment to her. Later, Tom learns from
Molly’s sister that Will Barnes, not Tom, may actually be the father of Molly’s child. That news
frees Tom of his guilt.

Tom and Sophia’s Secret Love: Tom and Sophia both love each other now, but neither can
speak of it openly. Tom hides his feelings from Sophia’s father and from Mr. Allworthy. Sophia,
however, sees through Tom’s shy, awkward ways and understands his love. They meet alone in
the garden. They talk about the past, and Tom finally confesses his love for her. Sophia admits
she understands and asks him not to say more. They walk back, full of emotion.

Mr. Allworthy’s Severe Illness: Suddenly, Mr. Allworthy becomes very ill. He calls the family
to his bedside. He prepares for death and gives away his estate. Blifil receives most of it. Tom
receives land and money and is called a son. Thwackum, Square, and Mrs. Wilkins get small
legacies; all want more. At the same time, news arrives that Mrs. Blifil has died far away. Blifil
seems sad, but he is thinking most about his new fortune.

Tom’s Deep Grief and the Feud with Blifil: Tom is truly sad about Mr. Allworthy and sits by
his side. When Mr. Allworthy improves, Tom’s happiness turns into wild joy, and he drinks too
much. He and Blifil argue. Blifil insults Tom about his birth, and they nearly fight, but are
stopped by the others. They make peace only on the surface.

Tom’s Weakness and Molly’s Return: Full of emotions and still tipsy, Tom walks outside. He
thinks of Sophia and starts to carve her name on a tree. Suddenly, Molly Seagrim appears. One
thing leads to another, and Tom again becomes involved with Molly. Blifil and Thwackum walk
by and see Tom and Molly together in the woods. They are shocked and go after them.

Fighting in the Woods: Thwackum and Blifil try to confront Tom and Molly. Tom tries to
protect Molly. He knocks Blifil down and fights Thwackum. Squire Western arrives and helps
Tom. Soon, Sophia, her aunt, and others come upon the scene. In the confusion, Sophia faints
at the sight of blood. Tom carries her to a stream and revives her. Mr. Western thanks Tom for
saving his daughter.
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End of Book V: Tom still faces gossip and misunderstandings. Blifil and Thwackum want Tom
in trouble. Squire Western continues to be Tom’s friend, but others in the house dislike him.
Tom’s love for Sophia grows, and her feelings for him are now clear, though many obstacles
remain. 

   Book VI

The Nature of True Love: The author talks about love as a real feeling inside the human
heart. He says some people deny love exists, but he disagrees. He says love is not just desire
or hunger. The best kind of love cares about another’s happiness, and is based on kindness
and gratitude. He believes true love really exists and cannot be denied.

Mrs Western’s Scheming and Sophia’s Sadness: Mr. Western, his sister Mrs. Western,
Sophia, Tom Jones, and Parson Supple spend a happy evening after the dramatic events of
Book V. Sophia is quiet and grave. Her aunt, Mrs. Western, who is smart, proud, and knows all
the rules of high society, soon notices a change in Sophia. Mrs. Western guesses Sophia is in
love. She secretly watches Sophia for two weeks. When she feels sure, she tells her brother,
Squire Western, about her suspicions.

Mrs. Western Thinks Sophia Loves Blifil: Mrs. Western tells her brother that Sophia is
desperately in love. Squire Western is shocked and angry, until his sister hints that Sophia is in
love with Mr. Blifil. Squire Western is overjoyed, as this would unite the two family estates. The
siblings argue, but soon make peace. Mr. Western is excited to arrange the marriage between
Sophia and Blifil.

Planning the Match and Sophia’s Act:  Squire Western wants to rush ahead and tell Mr.
Allworthy about the match. Sophia tries to hide her feelings and acts cheerful. She spends her
time talking only to Blifil and ignores Tom Jones. Squire Western is thrilled by Sophia’s
behavior, but Mrs. Western grows suspicious that Sophia is pretending too much. The ladies’
artful ways of hiding or faking emotions make it hard to tell what is real.

Making the Match Official: Mr. Western takes Mr. Allworthy aside at a big dinner and
suggests his daughter Sophia should marry Mr. Blifil. Mr. Allworthy is calm and says he is happy
to agree—if the young people like each other. Mr. Western insists parents know best, but
Allworthy thinks both Sophia and Blifil should have a choice.

Blifil Accepts—and the Match Moves Ahead:  Mr. Allworthy tells Blifil about the marriage
plan. Blifil does not love Sophia, but he likes her wealth and makes no objection. He tells
Allworthy he will do as his uncle wishes. Allworthy is not excited by Blifil’s cold answer, but is
glad when Blifil seems to agree.



Lx
 N

ot
es

Mrs. Western Breaks the News: Mrs. Western goes to tell Sophia the news. Sophia is
reading in her room. Mrs. Western brings up Sophia’s “secret” love, which she believes is for
Blifil. Sophia, thinking her aunt means Tom Jones, is confused but honest. The
misunderstanding leads to a shock—Mrs. Western rages when she finds out Sophia loves Tom
Jones, a “bastard.” She threatens to tell Squire Western, but Sophia begs her to keep quiet and
promises to see Blifil and be polite to him.

Sophia’s Grief and Mrs. Honour’s Support: Sophia is unhappy and crying after her aunt
leaves. Mrs. Honour, her maid, tries to comfort her. Sophia tells her maid she can never love
Blifil. Honour says Sophia should tell her father, but Sophia knows that will not help. Sophia
asks Honour to bring her hat and gloves—she says she will walk in the grove.

Sophia Tries to See Tom—But Misses Him: Sophia tries to find Tom by the canal, but, due
to a small delay changing ribbons, she misses him. Tom has been there, thinking about her,
but leaves before Sophia arrives. This small accident prevents them from meeting.

Blifil’s Awkward Visit and Sophia’s Refusal:  That afternoon, Squire Western announces
Sophia’s engagement to her. She is shocked but hides her feelings. Blifil comes to court her.
Their conversation is full of awkward silence and formal words. Sophia is quiet and sad. Blifil
mistakes her behavior for shyness and feels hopeful. He leaves thinking he is winning her
heart, and Squire Western is delighted.

Sophia Tells Her Father the Truth: After Blifil leaves, Squire Western hugs Sophia and tells
her she will be happy. Sophia takes a chance, falls to her knees, and begs not to be forced to
marry Blifil. She says she cannot live with him. Squire Western becomes furious and swears he
will force her to marry Blifil, or she will get nothing but poverty.

Tom Is Sent to Sway Sophia:  Mr. Western meets Tom in a rage and tells him about Sophia’s
refusal. Tom, desperate and hopeful, asks to talk to Sophia himself. Western, not realizing
Tom’s feelings, agrees and sends him.

Tom and Sophia’s Desperate Meeting:  Tom finds Sophia alone, crying and injured. They
finally speak honestly about their love. Sophia says her father wants to force her to marry Blifil.
Tom begs her not to give herself to Blifil. Sophia promises she never will, but says she cannot
ruin her father. Their tender moment is interrupted.

Western Learns the Truth and Explodes:  While Tom and Sophia talk, Mrs. Western tells
Squire Western that Sophia loves Tom, not Blifil. Squire Western is shocked, then furious. He
storms off to find the lovers and plans revenge.
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Rage and Separation: Western bursts into the room and sees Sophia fainted in Tom’s arms.
His rage turns to worry for his daughter’s health. Help arrives and Sophia is revived. Mrs.
Western blames the squire for his anger. The squire’s rage soon returns, and he tries to fight
Tom, but is restrained. Tom says he will never raise his hand against Sophia’s father. Parson
Supple advises Tom to leave before Western attacks him again.

Western’s Complaint to Allworthy:  Mr. Western visits Mr. Allworthy and complains bitterly
about Tom. He says Tom seduced Sophia. Allworthy is surprised, but does not want to see Tom
around Sophia anymore. Western leaves determined to marry Sophia to Blifil and keep Tom
away.

Blifil Poisons Allworthy Against Tom: Allworthy asks Blifil about the situation. Blifil tells
lies, saying Tom is wicked, got drunk, fought Blifil and Thwackum, and was seen with a girl in
the woods. Blifil claims he had forgiven Tom, but tells Allworthy for his own safety. Thwackum
confirms Blifil’s story. Allworthy decides to punish Tom.

Tom Is Banished: Allworthy does not punish in anger, but he tells Tom he must leave forever.
Tom tries to defend himself, but despair and surprise make him accept the blame for crimes he
did not commit. Allworthy gives Tom some money but says he will have nothing more to do
with him. Tom leaves in grief.

Tom’s Farewell to Sophia: Tom wanders outside in a daze. He decides he must let Sophia
go, for her sake. He writes her a farewell letter. He meets Black George and asks him to deliver
the letter. Through Mrs. Honour, Sophia receives Tom’s letter and sends him a hopeful
reply—she promises to stay true to him.

Sophia’s Grief and Kindness: Sophia is locked in her room by her father for refusing to
marry Blifil. Her maid, Honour, brings her Tom’s farewell letter. Sophia weeps and gives all her
money to Honour to take to Tom to help him.

Black George’s Dilemma: Black George delivers Sophia’s money to Tom, after thinking about
keeping it for himself. His fear of being caught keeps him honest.

Mrs. Western and Squire Western Argue About Sophia: Mrs. Western argues with her
brother, calling him foolish for locking up Sophia. She says women are best managed by
reason, not by force, and that only she is fit to bring Sophia to her senses. Squire Western
knows he needs her and agrees to let her handle Sophia’s future.

End of Book VI: Sophia is a prisoner in her own home, heartbroken at losing Tom, but she
remains hopeful and kind. Tom is alone and banished, determined not to harm her future. Blifil
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and Squire Western plot to force Sophia to marry Blifil. Mrs. Western tries to take charge.
Problems and plans grow for all as the story moves into its next chapter. 

Book - VII

Tom Is Banished and Forced to Leave: Tom Jones receives a letter from Mr. Allworthy,
delivered by Blifil. The letter says he must leave the area at once and never return. Allworthy
refuses to see or forgive Tom. Tom is heartbroken, but he decides to obey. He wonders where
to go and how to survive. Feelings about Sophia almost make him stay, but he knows he
cannot drag her into trouble. Finally, Tom resolves to try his luck at sea and decides to travel to
Bristol.

Sophia Trapped in Unwanted Marriage Plans: Sophia’s aunt, Mrs. Western, explains her
view that marriage is only a way for women to secure a good fortune. She pressures Sophia to
marry Blifil. Sophia refuses and says she will never marry someone she hates. Mr. Western
bursts in, discovers Sophia’s refusal, and shouts that she must marry Blifil. He yells at his
sister, blaming her for Sophia’s stubbornness. Mrs. Western and the squire argue bitterly, and
she storms out of the house in anger, as Sophia remains upset.

Western’s Memories and Sophia’s Sadness: Mr. Western rants about women giving him
trouble. He complains about his late wife and how Sophia loved her mother more than him. He
blames Sophia for disagreeing with him and for not appreciating his love. Sophia carefully
defends her mother and her aunt. She tries to explain both women care for him. Her words
calm him, and she begs him to make peace with his sister. He finally agrees and rushes to stop
Mrs. Western from leaving.

Sophia Decides to Run Away: Mr. Western makes up with his sister. Together, they make
new plans to force Sophia to marry Blifil. Mrs. Western suggests they move quickly, and
Western pressures Sophia to be friendly to Blifil. Sophia gives in and receives Blifil for a formal
visit, but only because she cannot resist her father’s orders. Squire Western is eager for the
marriage and wants it to happen right away.

Sophia’s Secret Escape:  Sophia’s maid, Honour, brings her urgent news: Squire Western is
planning for Sophia to marry Blifil the very next morning. Sophia is desperate and says she
would rather die. She promises Honour a reward if she will help her escape that night. Honour
agrees and suggests she can get herself fired that evening to take all her clothes with her.
They secretly plan to meet at midnight.

A Servant’s Quarrel Helps Sophia’s Plan: Honour quarrels with Mrs. Western’s servant,
and the argument quickly turns into a physical fight. Mrs. Western wants Honour sent to jail,
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but the clerk says there is no legal reason. The squire instead fires Honour. This means Honour
gets her things back and is free to meet Sophia outside the house.

Sophia’s Difficult Goodbye:  Before escaping, Sophia must meet her father and aunt. Squire
Western is first violent, but when Sophia seems to agree to obey, he becomes cheerful and
loving again. He gives her money and kisses her. Sophia is torn. She thinks about marrying
Blifil just to please her father but can’t do it. Her love for Tom makes her change her mind. She
stays true to her heart and plans her escape for that night.

Tom Gets Lost on His Journey: Meanwhile, Tom sets out for Bristol but soon discovers his
guide is lost. They end up wandering, and at nightfall, a kind Quaker persuades Tom to stay at
a local inn. The Quaker tells Tom a sad story about his own daughter running away for love and
says he would rather she were dead than poor and married for love. Tom sees the Quaker’s
story as cruel. The innkeeper treats Tom poorly after learning he is an illegitimate child. Tom is
refused a bed and must sleep in a chair.

Tom Joins the Soldiers: Late at night, a group of soldiers arrives at the inn. They are headed
to fight the rebels. Tom pays a small bill for everyone’s drinks, and the soldiers welcome him.
Inspired by their talk of fighting for “King and Country,” Tom decides to be a volunteer and
travel with them.

Tom’s Adventures with the Officers: Tom meets the officers, including a wise old
lieutenant, some young ensigns, and a French officer. At dinner, Tom toasts Sophia. Ensign
Northerton insults Sophia, calling her unchaste. Tom protests, but Northerton attacks him with
a bottle and wounds him badly. Northerton is arrested as the others rush in and think Jones
might be dead.

The Landlady and the Doctor: The landlady attends to Tom and calls for the surgeon. The
doctor gives Tom a cautious prognosis and advises him to rest. The landlord and servants are
in awe of the officers and talk about honour and justice. The lieutenant promises Tom he will be
able to challenge Northerton when he recovers.

Tom Tries to Get Revenge: As soon as he feels better, Tom tries to find Northerton to
demand justice. He buys a sword from the sergeant and sneaks out at night, but Northerton
has already escaped with help from the landlady. The nervous sentry thinks Tom’s bloody
appearance is a ghost and fires his gun in terror. Tom returns to his bed, and confusion follows.

Northerton’s Escape and the Aftermath: People believe Northerton’s escape is
supernatural, and the poor sentry is arrested, suspected of helping Northerton. Tom,
recovering, tells the lieutenant the truth; the officer promises to release the sentry and tells
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Tom to rest and prepare for his next journey.

End of Book VII: Sophia slips out of her father’s house with Honour, escaping the marriage
she dreads. Tom is wounded but on the road again, having joined the soldiers and left his old
life behind. Both Tom and Sophia are now on their own, beginning difficult and uncertain
journeys. 

Book - VIII

A Pause on the Marvellous: The author opens with a discussion of what makes certain
events wondrous or believable in stories. He argues that a good story should not be impossible,
though it may be surprising. Things should be possible and probable, even if they are unusual.
The writer should not invent things too fantastic, but can show odd people and situations as
long as they fit the characters.

Tom Recovers and Meets the Landlady: Tom wakes after his fight with Ensign Northerton.
He cannot sleep and calls for some tea. The landlady visits him and recognizes Tom’s name.
She reveals she has met Sophia and her aunt before at her inn. Tom is delighted to learn that
Sophia has been in the same place, and the landlady hints that Sophia once spoke kindly of
him. Tom’s emotions are strong as he thinks about Sophia.

The Surgeon’s Visit and the Landlady’s Doubts: The surgeon comes to change Tom’s
bandage and thinks Tom is in danger of a fever. Tom refuses further bleeding. The surgeon
argues, but Tom stands firm, so the surgeon leaves angry. Downstairs, the landlady tells the
doctor she suspects Tom can’t pay his bills or treatment. The surgeon, wanting his payment,
returns in a temper to demand money from Tom and says he won’t help him further. Tom
refuses to pay him, and the surgeon storms off

The Barber Called Partridge: Tom, hungry, asks the landlady for food and is attended by a
barber called Benjamin (who is actually Partridge in disguise). The barber makes jokes, uses
some Latin, and amuses Tom. During their talk, Benjamin reveals he knows Tom’s history. He
reveals himself as Partridge, the man once accused of being Tom’s father but who was ruined
by that false claim. Partridge asks to travel with Tom and promises to serve as his companion.
Tom agrees, though he warns he has little money.

The Real Reason Partridge Wants to Join Tom: Partridge, now with Tom, really hopes that
he can persuade Tom to return to Mr. Allworthy—believing Tom will be forgiven and Partridge
will gain a reward. Partridge is loyal but also hopes for some benefit. Tom, trusting by nature,
thinks Partridge is simply friends with him. They make plans to leave the next day and travel
light.



Lx
 N

ot
es

Departure from the Inn: The next morning, Tom and Partridge prepare to leave. The
landlady insists on payment for all the food and room. Tom pays, and they set off together
without much farewell from the inn.

Arrival at Gloucester and Spreading Rumors: Tom and Partridge reach Gloucester and
stay at the Bell Inn. At dinner, they meet Mrs. Whitefield (the hostess), an honest plain man, as
well as two lawyers. A petty-fogging lawyer recognizes Tom from Allworthy’s house and starts
to gossip about Tom’s supposed crimes and bad character. The others soon gossip too, passing
unfair judgments. Mrs. Whitefield, now believing the rumors, treats Tom coldly. Realizing he is
not welcome, Tom pays the bill and leaves the inn with Partridge.

Tom and Partridge on the Road: Tom and Partridge travel on foot in the cold winter
evening. Tom talks about the beauty of the night and recalls stories of love, thinking of Sophia.
Partridge, who is more worried by the cold, tries to talk Tom into turning back, but Tom refuses.
They get lost in the countryside. Partridge is secretly a Jacobite, thinking Tom is on his way to
join the rebels, but soon realizes this is not the case.

An Unexpected Shelter in the Night: Tom and Partridge see a light in the distance and
come to a strange cottage. The old woman inside is afraid but, after Tom promises her money,
lets the two men inside to warm themselves by the fire. The old woman warns them that her
“master” is a strange man whom the villagers fear, known as "the Man of the Hill." Suddenly,
they hear the master returning and shouts outside.

Tom Saves “The Man of the Hill”: Tom bravely grabs an old sword and runs out, finding the
old man being robbed by two bandits. Tom rescues him, and the robbers flee. Tom helps the
shaken old man back into the house. The old man thanks Tom and, sensing a common sadness
in both, offers to tell Tom his story.

The Long Tale of the Man of the Hill— Part 1: The Man of the Hill begins his story. He was
born in Somerset to a wealthy farmer and had a difficult, quarrelsome mother. His brother was
favored and idle, but he studied hard at school. Later, at Oxford, he fell into bad company and
became friends with a wild young baronet, Sir George Gresham. He wasted money, neglected
study, and began to spiral into debt and crime.

The Long Tale of the Man of the Hill— Part 2: Desperate for money, he steals from his
college roommate. He escapes before being arrested and runs off to London with a lover. Soon
poor again, he is betrayed by his lover and sent to jail. At the court there is no evidence against
him, so he is let go. He chooses not to return to his family but stays in London, living as a
gambler.
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Further Misfortunes and More Reflection: He becomes friendly with a sharper named
Watson and takes up gambling to survive. They sometimes prosper but are often unlucky. One
night he helps an injured stranger—who turns out to be his own father. Father and son are
reunited, and he returns home. After his father’s death, he splits with his brother and tries to
live a quiet, thoughtful life, studying philosophy and religion.

The Man of the Hill Joins a Rebellion: When English politics turn dangerous, the Man of the
Hill joins the Duke of Monmouth’s rebellion. He is betrayed by his friend Watson to the king’s
soldiers but manages to escape. He avoids all people for a long time, then settles on the
remote hill after his brother pays him off for his share of the family wealth.

Travel and Life as a Hermit: After living alone, the Man of the Hill travels across Europe, but
everywhere finds people selfish or rude or dishonest. Disgusted with humanity, he returns and
lives as a hermit in the wild. Jones, in reply, defends human nature and says he has met kind
people. But the Man of the Hill has much lower hopes for mankind and prefers solitude and
divine contemplation.

End and the New Day: With the Man of the Hill’s story finished, morning arrives. He and
Jones prepare to explore the beautiful countryside at sunrise. Partridge, tired from fear and
listening to the story, has finally fallen asleep. Thus ends Book VIII. 

Book - IX

Tom and the Man of the Hill: A Dangerous Encounter: Tom and the old Man of the Hill
climb Mazard Hill at sunrise. From the hill, Tom looks sadly toward the direction of Sophia’s
home. Suddenly, they hear a woman screaming in the woods below. Tom rushes down the hill
and rescues a woman being attacked and nearly strangled by a man. Tom beats the attacker,
saves the woman, and binds the villain’s hands. The attacker is revealed to be Ensign
Northerton, the same man who hurt Tom before. When Tom leaves to get help, Northerton
escapes. Tom brings the woman (her clothes now torn) safely to the nearby town of Upton,
promising to protect her.

A Brawl at the Inn: Mrs Waters and the Battle of Upton: Tom and the rescued woman,
Mrs Waters, go to the best inn in Upton. The landlord is suspicious of her ragged appearance.
He tries to make her stay downstairs, but Tom orders she be given a room and clothes. The
landlady, angry at the trouble, gets into a fight with Tom. The landlord joins the fight, then
Tom, and soon Partridge (who just arrived) gets involved. The rescued lady (Mrs Waters) tries
to help as well. The landlord’s servant Susan takes the landlady’s side. A wild fight breaks out
in the inn. The commotion only stops because a coach arrives, bringing a young lady and her
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maid, and everyone is distracted.

A Surprising Recognition and Peace: While the fighters catch their breath, a group of
soldiers and a serjeant arrive with a captured deserter. The serjeant recognizes Mrs Waters as
the wife or companion of Captain Waters in his regiment. The landlady, now realizing Mrs
Waters is a lady, apologizes and offers her clothing. Mrs Waters, though angry, accepts the
apology after Tom asks her. Tom and the landlord make peace as well, and Partridge and
Susan agree not to fight anymore. The serjeant calls for drinks to celebrate—everyone now is
friends.

Tom’s Meal and Mrs Waters’s Love: Tom eats a hearty meal after his long ordeal and fight.
Mrs Waters, now clothed, eats little but directs shy looks and smiles at Tom. She is clearly
attracted to him. After dinner, she flirts more openly with Tom. Tom cannot resist her attention
and affection. By the end of the meal, Tom and Mrs Waters become lovers.

The Kitchen Gossip and More Fighting: In the kitchen, Partridge, the landlord, landlady,
serjeant, and coachman gossip about Mrs Waters. The serjeant tells stories about her past and
her reputation in the regiment. Partridge brags that Tom is the heir to Squire Allworthy.
Arguments break out about soldiers, the devil, and the Man of the Hill. The serjeant and
coachman eventually get into a drunken fight. The coachman cannot drive, so the young lady
who arrived in the coach cannot leave Upton that night.

Mrs Waters’s Past and Northerton’s Crime: At last, the narrator reveals who Mrs Waters
really is and explains how she came to be in trouble. Mrs Waters was the companion (maybe
wife) of Captain Waters. She formed a close friendship with Ensign Northerton and planned to
help him escape the country after he got into trouble. She gave Northerton money and a
valuable ring, but when they were alone in the woods, Northerton tried to rob and attack her.
Mrs Waters resisted fiercely and screamed for help, and Tom rescued her just in time.

End of Book IX: Tom is now closely attached to Mrs Waters after saving her life. Upton is in an
uproar because of the fights and misunderstandings. Northerton escapes after his evil acts. The
action takes place over a single dramatic day, filled with danger, confusion, anger, and new
affection for Tom. The story at Upton continues in the next book, with new problems and
characters about to arrive.

Book - X 

Late-Night Trouble and Surprise at the Inn: It is late at night at the inn in Upton. A wild
Irish gentleman, Mr. Fitzpatrick, arrives. He is angry and says he is looking for his wife. The
servant Susan takes his money and leads him to Mrs. Waters's room, thinking Mrs. Waters is
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his wife. He bursts in violently and finds Tom Jones in the room, fresh from his affair with Mrs.
Waters. Fitzpatrick and Tom fight. Mrs. Waters screams "murder" and "rape," waking the whole
inn. Another guest, Mr. Maclachlan, enters to help. The fighting stops when Fitzpatrick realizes
he has made a mistake and this is not his wife. He apologizes to Mrs. Waters but says he will
challenge Tom to a duel.

Early Morning Gossips and Sophia Arrives: In the morning, the kitchen staff and Partridge
talk about the wild events in the night. They gossip about Tom and Mrs. Waters. Meanwhile, a
beautiful and richly dressed young lady arrives with her maid—this is Sophia. She is tired but
polite. She asks only for a little sack-whey and a few hours' rest. The landlady and everyone
else are impressed by her grace and kindness.

A Bad-Tempered Maid Creates Problems: Sophia's maid, Mrs. Honour, is not friendly like
her mistress. She demands good food, takes over the fire, speaks rudely, and complains about
the inn's quality. She learns that Tom Jones is staying at the inn when Partridge mentions him
in the kitchen. Mrs. Honour takes this news to Sophia.

Sophia Hears About Tom, and Feels Betrayed: Mrs. Honour tells Sophia that Tom is in the
inn, but also that he spent the night with another woman. Sophia is upset. She tries to believe
it is all a mistake, but soon learns from Susan the chambermaid that it is true. Susan, bribed
with gold, tells Sophia that Tom is in bed with a woman and that Tom had talked openly of
loving Sophia. Crushed and angry, Sophia decides not to see Tom. She instead leaves behind
her beloved muff (clearly marked with her name) as a sign to Tom that she had been there.

Squire Western and the Chase: Squire Western arrives at the inn just after Sophia leaves.
He is hunting for Sophia, furious to discover she has run away. By coincidence, another guest,
Mrs. Fitzpatrick (Fitzpatrick's wife, and Western's niece), is also there but leaves just before
Western arrives. Western demands to find his daughter and accuses Tom when he finds
Sophia’s muff in his hand. Fitzpatrick, seeking favor with Western, claims he found Tom in bed
with a lady. There is chaos as everyone searches the house. Eventually, the chambermaid
Susan reveals that Sophia had left the muff for Tom, and that Tom was not with Sophia. Tom is
cleared and released.

Tom Discovers Sophia’s Muff and Vows to Find Her: Tom is stunned to find Sophia’s muff
left in his bed. He realizes Sophia was in the inn that very night. Tom is frantic and determines
to chase after her at all costs. He and Partridge set out in pursuit.

Sophia's Escape and Journey: The story now jumps back to explain how Sophia escaped her
father’s house on her own in the dead of night. She meets the guide, who takes her to Mrs.
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Honour (who brought Sophia’s clothes safely). They travel cross-country to avoid Squire
Western’s pursuit. At Hambrook, Sophia tries to follow the clues to Tom’s path. She hears from
the guide and a landlord that Tom had stayed at that place. Sophia grows more hopeful and
continues after him, even as Mrs. Honour tries to discourage her from running after a man.

Mixed Emotions and Crossed Paths: Sophia visits some of the same inns as Tom, hearing
how passionately he spoke about her. This both flatters and worries her. But Mrs. Honour keeps
reminding her that Tom is behaving shamefully with other women. Sophia decides to continue
her journey, trying to avoid being caught by her father, who is getting closer, following her trail
with the help of a hack-attorney and others.

End of the Book: All Paths Cross at Upton: By the end of Book X, Tom, Sophia, Squire
Western, and Mrs. Fitzpatrick (Sophia’s cousin) have all passed through or met at the inn at
Upton—often just missing each other by hours. Mrs. Waters, the unlucky cause of much
trouble, leaves with Fitzpatrick for Bath. Squire Western is still chasing Sophia. Tom leaves the
inn, swearing he will find Sophia and prove his faithfulness.

The book closes with everyone still searching—Tom for Sophia, Squire Western for his
daughter, and Fitzpatrick for his wife. Sophia remains determined and clever, keeping ahead of
her father, but her heart is torn between hope and pain over Tom’s actions. The story
continues with all characters moving toward London, their fates still uncertain.

 Book- XI

Sophia’s Journey, Unexpected Meeting, and New Plans: Sophia leaves the inn at Upton
with her maid, Mrs. Honour. She tries to keep off the main road to avoid being caught by her
father. Soon after starting, Sophia becomes alarmed when she hears horses following, but she
is relieved when she learns it is two women travelers. The two groups travel together for miles
before Sophia discovers that the other lady is her cousin, Mrs. Fitzpatrick. The cousins are
overjoyed to meet and share their recent troubles, but both are so tired they need to rest at a
nearby inn. At the inn, Sophia is so exhausted she can barely dismount her horse. The landlord
helps her, but they fall, to her embarrassment. Once inside, Sophia and Mrs. Fitzpatrick rest
together, as do their maids.

A Landlord’s Wild Guess and Local Gossip: The landlord speculates about his mysterious
lady guests. He decides they must be great ladies travelling in disguise, perhaps even “rebel
ladies” with the Jacobite army. He shares his guess with his wife and promises not to betray
them, hoping instead they might help him if their side wins.
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Sophia’s Generosity and Loss: When Sophia and her cousin wake, they decide to travel to
London. They are joined in the journey by a local Irish peer in his coach and six horses. Sophia
discovers she has lost the hundred-pound note her father gave her. She is upset but soon
regains her cheerful spirit. Sophia gives the landlord a present for his help and the bruises
(from his fall). The journey to London is smooth and quick, with the whole party arriving safely.

Sophia and Suspicion: When Sophia and Mrs. Fitzpatrick reach London, they stay together at
first, but choose to take a separate lodging from the helpful Irish peer, to avoid gossip. Sophia
is anxious—it is clear she now has some suspicions about Mrs. Fitzpatrick's close friendship
with the Irish peer. Sophia wonders if her cousin is as “proper” as she should be, given the
situation, but does not say this out loud.

Mrs. Fitzpatrick’s Sad Story:  Mrs. Fitzpatrick shares her history with Sophia. She fell in love
with Mr. Fitzpatrick at Bath and married him, partly because he seemed popular and charming,
and partly out of youthful pride. The marriage quickly became a disaster. He was jealous,
sullen at home, and cheerful only in public. They moved to Ireland, where she felt isolated,
lonely, and mistreated. After her child died, she was left alone or surrounded only by rude
company. Later, she learned her husband kept a mistress. When she refused to sell her land for
his debts, he locked her up in her room. At last, she managed to bribe a servant and escape to
England. She is traveling to London for protection.

Landlord’s Mistake and Sophia’s Alarm: While the cousins are talking, the landlord,
thinking that Sophia is a rebel lady after overhearing local gossip and learning she is a person
of quality, visits her and hints at helping her—if she remembers him when she is powerful.
Sophia is very alarmed and scared she might be betrayed. However, she soon finds out the
landlord only thinks she is “Jenny Cameron,” and not Sophia Western.

A Visit from an Irish Peer: An Irish nobleman, who helped Mrs. Fitzpatrick escape from her
husband, arrives at the inn. He offers his protection and his coach for the rest of their journey.
The ladies happily accept, and the landlord is proud and pleased at having hosted such guests.

Dangerous Reputations and Departures: The next day, the ladies and the peer travel to
London. Sophia tries to lose herself in the busy city, while Mrs. Fitzpatrick plans to stay with her
cousin just a little longer. Both are concerned about gossip or being pursued. Mrs. Fitzpatrick
emphasizes to Sophia that men of high rank are rarely loyal husbands, urging her not to expect
too much from marriage.

Sophia and Mrs. Fitzpatrick Separate: Sophia suspects Mrs. Fitzpatrick is planning to rely
on the Irish peer for more help. Sophia finds shelter with Lady Bellaston, a fashionable and
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influential woman she had met before with her aunt. Lady Bellaston welcomes Sophia warmly
and promises her support and protection in London.

Sophia Safe, Tom Still in Trouble: With Sophia now in a safe place, the story leaves her and
her cousin for the moment, and the author prepares to return to Tom Jones, promising to check
in on all the remaining important characters.

Book --XII

Squire Western Abandons the Chase: Squire Western leaves Upton in a rage to find
Sophia. He tries different roads, but soon hears hunting hounds in the distance. His love of
hunting takes over, and he joins a fox hunt, forgetting about Sophia. After a day of sport, he
dines and drinks with fellow squires. The next morning, persuaded by the parson and his friend,
he gives up the chase for Sophia and decides to return home.

Tom and Partridge Set Out on Foot: Tom and Partridge must walk, since no horses are
available at Upton (Sophia’s recent visit has used them up). Partridge tells Tom to go home,
but Tom refuses and gets angry, blaming Partridge for his troubles. Tom soon calms down and
apologizes. He vows to follow Sophia, wherever she has gone, and decides to join the army as
well. They walk along, with Partridge worrying about danger.

Tom Recovers Sophia’s Pocket-Book: On the road, they meet a lame beggar. Partridge
rudely refuses to help, but Tom generously gives a shilling. The beggar thanks Tom and offers
to sell him a small pocket-book he has found. Tom is stunned to see Sophia's name written
inside. He is overjoyed and pays the beggar a guinea for the pocket-book. Inside is a bank bill
for one hundred pounds, the money Sophia’s father gave her. Tom promises to return it to
Sophia and gets the man’s name in case a reward is due.

Tom and Partridge Lose Their Way, Find a Puppet Show: With their spirits up, Tom and
Partridge travel faster, but soon lose the horse tracks on a big common and don’t know where
to go. They stop at an alehouse for directions and food. Partridge is excited to see a puppet-
show being performed there. They eat, rest, and watch the puppet play, which lacks any humor
or low comedy. The puppet master is proud of his serious show.

An Uproar and News of the Rebels: A quarrel breaks out between the landlady and her
maid, who has been caught with a performer. This ends the puppet show and causes confusion.
Partridge persuades Tom to stay the night, as it is too late and dark to travel. Tom agrees, and
they take a much-needed rest.
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Partridge Talks, Company Gossips: Later in the kitchen, Partridge tells the inn guests that
Tom is rich and important, but probably mad in love. The other guests agree that Tom’s
behavior is wild. News soon arrives that the rebels—an army fighting against the king—have
given the government forces “the slip” and are near London. The inn company debates politics
and religion as the night ends.

Tom Learns News of Sophia, Sets Out Fast:  Tom awakes after a long sleep and prevents
a fight between the puppet master and his jester, the Merry-Andrew. The Merry-Andrew tells
Tom he saw Sophia pass by the day before. Overjoyed, Tom quickly pays the inn and rushes
out, getting directions from the jester. Partridge and Tom rent horses and hurry after Sophia,
following the same path. The storm slows them, but they spend the night in an alehouse.

Tom Gets Closer to Sophia: At the next inn, Tom recognizes the boy who rode with Sophia
and Mrs. Honour. The boy confirms it, and Tom hires him as a guide to the last place he
brought Sophia’s group. Tom follows Sophia’s path closely, getting more hopeful.

A Close Encounter, but Tom Misses Sophia: They travel from inn to inn, always just behind
Sophia and her party. At St. Albans, Tom misses Sophia by two hours. He is forced to stop and
eat. Partridge makes a foolish suggestion that Tom spend the bank-note, but Tom refuses,
insisting he will return it to Sophia herself.

A Robbery on the Road to London: After leaving St. Albans, Tom, Partridge, and their guide
meet a stranger who is nervous about highwaymen. Suddenly, the stranger pulls a pistol and
tries to rob Tom. Tom bravely fights and disarms the would-be thief. The robber begs for
mercy, explaining he has a starving family. Tom gives him a little money, urges him to take up
honest work, and forgives him. Partridge is disturbed by Tom’s generosity, but Tom defends his
kindness.

Tom and Partridge Finally Reach London: Tom and Partridge finally reach London. They
have had many setbacks, misadventures, and narrow escapes, but Tom now feels closer than
ever to being reunited with Sophia.

 Book -- XIII

Tom Arrives in London and Searches for Sophia:  Tom Jones and Partridge reach London,
but they do not know where to find Sophia or the nobleman who brought her. Tom wanders for
hours, asking for the Irish peer’s house and Sophia. No one can help him. At last, Partridge
suggests going to an inn to rest for the night.
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A Missed Encounter and Disappointment: The next morning, Tom tries again and
eventually finds the peer’s residence. He is told that Sophia is not there. A helpful footman
takes Tom to Mrs Fitzpatrick’s lodging, hoping she will know where Sophia went. But Tom
arrives just after Sophia has left. Mrs Fitzpatrick, not knowing if Tom is a friend or a pursuer for
Sophia’s father, refuses to say anything. Tom leaves disappointed and spends the day
watching the house. That evening, Mrs Fitzpatrick lets Tom in and talks with him, but still will
not tell him where Sophia is.

Mrs Fitzpatrick’s Secret Plan: Mrs Fitzpatrick considers betraying Sophia’s secret to Lady
Bellaston. She decides that if Sophia is kept away from Tom, it will be safer for both women
and may help her regain her place in her family. Early the next morning, she goes to Lady
Bellaston and tells her about Tom’s presence in London and his search for Sophia.

Lady Bellaston Learns of Tom and Sophia: Lady Bellaston already knows about Tom from
her maid, who has heard stories from Mrs Honour. She is curious about Tom as he is described
as very handsome. Lady Bellaston decides it is best to keep Sophia away from Tom, and
assures Mrs Fitzpatrick that she will help with this plan.

Tom Waits and Strange Visitors Arrive: Tom spends the day anxiously near Mrs
Fitzpatrick’s door, finally being let in for a brief visit. While Tom is there, Lady Bellaston and a
noble peer arrive, and there is a flurry of social conversation. Tom feels out of place and is soon
dismissed. The ladies speak freely about Tom after he leaves, guessing he is not much of a
threat to Sophia.

Tom’s Life at Mrs. Miller’s House: Tom has rented rooms in a respectable house run by Mrs
Miller, the widow of a clergyman, who has two daughters. Tom makes friends with his neighbor,
a young gentleman named Nightingale. Nightingale is sociable and seems interested in
romance. Tom helps save Nightingale from a fight with his footman and quickly becomes
friends with the family.

A Mysterious Gift and Hopes for Sophia: Tom receives a strange package with a domino (a
costume), a mask, and a ticket to a masquerade ball. He is puzzled, but the young women in
the house believe it is an invitation from a lady interested in him—possibly Sophia’s cousin
trying to help. Tom decides to go to the masquerade, hoping he will see Sophia there.

Tom at the Masquerade: At the masquerade, Tom wanders the crowd, nervously searching
for Sophia. He is approached by a masked lady (Lady Bellaston in disguise), who teases him
about Sophia and tests his feelings and intentions. Tom makes it clear he truly loves Sophia
and will never hurt her or risk her fortune. Lady Bellaston is impressed and invites Tom to her
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home, pretending it is for another secret reason. Tom, poor and unable to afford a coach, walks
behind her chair to her house.

Lady Bellaston’s Secret Meeting:  At Lady Bellaston’s home, Tom discovers who she really
is. They talk privately for hours. She offers to help Tom see Sophia if he promises to take his
leave afterwards. She also arranges another private meeting for the future. Tom receives from
Lady Bellaston a gift of money (a banknote), which disturbs Partridge, who suspects Tom has
robbed someone—but Tom is simply accepting help (generously given by Lady Bellaston).

Tom Helps the Poor and Feels the Joy of Generosity: Tom and Nightingale are invited to
dinner by Mrs Miller, who tells a moving story of her cousin’s family in desperate poverty. Tom
gives Mrs Miller a large sum of money to help them get food, fuel, and medicine. The grateful
cousin comes to thank Tom, and everyone is deeply touched. Tom feels joy at doing good.

A Sudden Reunion with Sophia: Tom is invited by Lady Bellaston to her home at seven one
evening. When he arrives early, he is shocked to find Sophia alone in the drawing room. Sophia
is equally stunned. She is shy and hurt, but Tom gives back her pocket-book and explains the
situation. There are tears, confessions, and at last some hope between them—but Tom and
Sophia admit they cannot be together because of her duty to her father. Before Tom can
explain how he arrived, Lady Bellaston enters. Both play it cool and pretend their meeting is
mere chance and only for the lost pocket-book. Sophia manages not to reveal Tom’s identity,
and Lady Bellaston remains suspicious but decides to be polite.

Sophia’s Worries about Lies and Secrets: After Tom leaves, Lady Bellaston jokes with
Sophia about her “friend.” Sophia says the young man is nothing to her, and insists she is over
Tom. The two ladies exchange more gentle lies and teasing, but Sophia goes to bed feeling
uneasy and guilty for deceiving Lady Bellaston.

End of Book- XIII: Tom is now in London, living with new friends, still determined to win
Sophia. Sophia is safe but conflicted, keeping her feelings secret and hiding the truth from Lady
Bellaston. Lady Bellaston herself is growing interested in Tom and looking to meddle more in
both young people’s lives.

 Book– XIV

Tom Receives Mixed Letters From Lady Bellaston: Tom returns home after meeting
Sophia. He soon receives two letters from Lady Bellaston. The first letter is angry and jealous.
The second is apologetic and asks Tom to visit her that night. Tom isn't eager to see her, but
feels he must go to avoid making her an enemy who could expose his secret about Sophia.
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Lady Bellaston Surprises Tom—and Mrs Honour Arrives: Before Tom can leave, Lady
Bellaston unexpectedly arrives. She is upset and suspicious but demands Tom stop seeing
Sophia. Tom tries to calm her and promises not to betray either lady's trust. Suddenly, Mrs
Honour (Sophia’s servant) comes to Tom’s room, announcing Sophia has sent a letter. Tom
quickly hides Lady Bellaston behind a curtain. Mrs Honour gossips about Lady Bellaston,
delivers Sophia’s letter, and asks for money from Tom, who pays her. After Mrs Honour leaves,
Lady Bellaston emerges, angry and jealous about Sophia. Tom soothes her, and they agree to
keep up their secret visits in the future, so Tom can see Sophia at her house without raising
suspicion.

Sophia Warns Tom Not to Visit: Tom opens Sophia’s letter. She warns him not to visit her at
Lady Bellaston’s house again because she fears they will be discovered. Tom writes her a reply
agreeing and sends his excuse to Lady Bellaston too, pretending to be sick. Lady Bellaston
replies, saying she will visit him that evening.

Mrs Miller Worries About Reputation: Mrs Miller, Tom’s landlady, comes to advise him not
to bring ladies to his room late at night. She says it will harm the reputation of her daughters.
Tom gets upset, refuses to move immediately, and sends Partridge to look for another place to
live. When Partridge arrives, Tom scolds him for gossiping and for mentioning Mr Allworthy’s
name, which led Mrs Miller to think Tom was Allworthy’s relative.

Mr Nightingale’s Love Dilemma: Mr Nightingale tells Tom he is moving out and wants to
leave quietly because Nancy, Mrs Miller’s daughter, is in love with him. Tom urges Nightingale
to consider Nancy’s feelings. Nightingale admits he likes her but his father wants him to marry
a rich woman. Tom warns about hurting honest girls, and Nightingale insists he never planned
to deceive Nancy.

Mrs Miller Shares Her Story: Mrs Miller invites Tom for tea and tells him her life story. Her
family were once wealthy, but she lost both her parents and was left poor. She married a
clergyman, who soon died, leaving her with two daughters and no money. Mr Allworthy helped
her with money and kindness. She asks Tom not to bring “wicked women” to her house
because it would ruin her daughters’ future. Tom assures her he is not Mr Allworthy’s relative
but has great respect for him.

Trouble for Nancy Miller: The next morning, Nancy faints, and Mrs Miller is in distress. Tom
learns that Nancy is pregnant by Nightingale and that Nightingale has abandoned her. The
letter from Nightingale says his father is forcing him to marry someone else. Mrs Miller is
heartbroken for her daughter and family.
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Jones Confronts Mr Nightingale: Tom goes to Mr Nightingale’s new lodging. He urges
Nightingale to take responsibility and marry Nancy, saying only that will save her and her
family from misery. Nightingale at first hesitates, citing “honour” and shame, but Tom says
only true honour—keeping his promise—matters. Nightingale admits his feelings for Nancy and
finally agrees to marry her, if Tom can persuade his father.

Tom Meets Nightingale’s Father: Tom meets old Mr Nightingale just after the father has
proudly arranged another marriage for his son. Tom tries to persuade him to let his son marry
Nancy, but the old man thinks Tom is there to ask for money. The uncle, who is kinder and
wiser, enters and supports Tom’s argument. The uncle says true happiness in marriage comes
from love, not money or power. The father refuses, angry and stubborn, but Jones and the
uncle go back to the Millers to try and help Nancy.

A Happy Ending for Nancy and Nightingale: Back at the Miller house, the family is
together, preparing for Nancy and Nightingale to be married the next morning. Despite the
uncle’s attempts to change his nephew’s mind, Nightingale insists on marrying Nancy. The
uncle is not happy but agrees not to make trouble.

News for Tom and More Trouble Ahead: Tom has a brief happy moment. But at the end of
Book XIV, Mrs Honour tells Tom her mistress Sophia is in new and great trouble, leading to new
worries for Tom and a new turn in the story.

 Book – XV

Lady Bellaston Plots Against Sophia: Lady Bellaston becomes jealous of Sophia. She
decides Sophia must be removed from her house. She hopes Lord Fellamar, a young nobleman
who is in love with Sophia, will help. Lady Bellaston tells Fellamar about Sophia’s beauty and
fortune. She complains that Sophia loves a “beggar”—meaning Tom Jones. Lady Bellaston
encourages Lord Fellamar to win Sophia, by force if needed, to keep her away from Tom. They
arrange a plan to leave Sophia alone for him.

Lady Bellaston Lays a Trap: Lady Bellaston seeks help from a friend named Mr Edwards.
She plans a dinner, inviting only a few people, and will make sure Sophia is left alone with Lord
Fellamar in the evening. They spread a rumor that Jones has been killed in a duel to shock
Sophia. At the party, someone pretends to say this to Sophia while playing cards. Sophia
almost faints from the news until Lady Bellaston assures her it is a joke. After this, Lady
Bellaston and Lord Fellamar agree Fellamar will visit Sophia alone the next night and try to
force her to accept him or disgrace her into marriage.
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Lord Fellamar Tries to Force Sophia: At the chosen time, Sophia is reading sadly and
alone. Lord Fellamar enters her room and makes a passionate confession of love. Sophia
refuses him firmly and tries to leave. He grabs her more forcefully. Sophia screams loudly. Just
then, her father, Squire Western, bursts into the house looking for her, accompanied by his
men and Parson Supple. Fellamar, fearing discovery, stops and lets her go. Squire Western is
happy to find Sophia and immediately threatens her, demanding she marry “one of the
greatest matches in England.” Lady Bellaston pretends to support Sophia, but really is glad to
have her out of the house. Squire Western drags Sophia away, dismisses her maid Honour, and
says Sophia will not leave his sight until she is married.

How Squire Western Found Sophia: Mrs Fitzpatrick (Sophia’s cousin) writes to Mrs Western
(her aunt and Squire Western’s sister), revealing Sophia’s location with Lady Bellaston. Mrs
Western convinces the squire to travel to London and politely reclaim Sophia. The squire
instead rushes to take his daughter by force. Mrs Western prepares to follow and offer
guidance.

Tom Learns About Sophia’s Capture:  While Tom is helping prepare Nancy Miller’s
marriage, Mrs Honour comes to warn him: Squire Western has found Sophia and taken her
away. Tom is at first terrified, thinking something worse has happened. Honour has been
dismissed from service and is also upset. Tom comforts her and asks her to help if possible.
Then Lady Bellaston arrives unexpectedly, making Tom hide Mrs Honour behind the bed.

An Awkward Scene With Lady Bellaston and Mrs Honour: Lady Bellaston visits Tom and
flirts with him, expecting privacy. Mrs Honour, hidden, becomes upset hearing herself insulted
and leaps out from hiding, leading to a tense and awkward moment. Tom manages to calm
both women. Lady Bellaston tells Mrs Honour to see her the next morning and then leaves in a
huff. After much talking, Mrs Honour forgives Tom and promises to help him find out what
happens to Sophia.

Nancy Miller and Mr Nightingale’s Marriage: The next morning, Mrs Miller quietly scolds
Tom for the noise from the night before but is not really angry. Tom attends Nancy and Mr
Nightingale’s wedding as their “father.” Nightingale had spent the previous night trying to
escape a lecture from his uncle, whose own daughter eloped with a clergyman. Now that the
uncle is gone, the wedding goes smoothly. Tom feels deeply happy to have helped this family
escape their sorrows.

Tom Breaks With Lady Bellaston: After the wedding, Tom receives a series of demanding
letters from Lady Bellaston, who wants to see him immediately. Tom and Nightingale discuss
Lady Bellaston’s reputation. Nightingale suggests the only way to break with her is to propose
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marriage; she will be sure to break off the affair. Tom writes Lady Bellaston an exaggerated
formal proposal. Lady Bellaston angrily writes back, making it clear she does not want
marriage, and forbids him from visiting. Tom is secretly glad to be free of her, though he
dislikes the deception.

Tom Moves Out and Mr Allworthy Announces His Visit: Mrs Miller receives a letter from
Mr Allworthy saying he and Blifil are coming to London and want their usual rooms. The
newlyweds must move out, and Tom also offers to leave. Mrs Miller thanks him and is relieved.
Tom is sad, waiting nervously for news of Sophia, and worries about all that has happened.

Mrs Honour Finds a New Position and Writes to Tom: Tom receives a letter from Mrs
Honour. She announces she has been hired as a servant by Lady Bellaston and cannot help him
any longer. Honour asks Tom not to mention anything she had said.

Mrs Hunt’s Proposal and Tom’s Loyalty to Sophia: Tom receives a letter from a wealthy
widow, Mrs Hunt, proposing marriage. She says she will only marry him if he ends his affair
with Lady Bellaston. Tom is poor and tempted, but he cannot betray his feelings for Sophia. He
kindly refuses Mrs Hunt’s proposal.

Partridge Finds Black George and News of Sophia: Partridge tracks down Black George,
the gamekeeper, now a servant with Squire Western in London. Partridge learns that Sophia is
with her father and Blifil is coming to London to marry her. Tom is frustrated with Partridge’s
rambling, but is pleased Black George may be able to carry a letter to Sophia. Partridge is
confident he can find George and help Tom deliver a message.  

End of Book XV, Tom is left feeling worried but hopeful. He is free of Lady Bellaston, Sophia is
somewhere in London, Squire Western is forcing her toward marriage, and Tom is planning how
to communicate with Sophia through Black George. Fortune is still working against them, but
Tom has not given up hope.

 BOOK – XVI 

Sophia Locked Up By Her Father: Squire Western takes Sophia to his London lodgings. He
locks her in her room and keeps the key. He insists she must marry Blifil and will not let her out
unless she agrees. Sophia refuses, very firmly. The squire yells at her and leaves.

Squire Western Angers Lord Fellamar: While Sophia is locked away, Squire Western drinks
with friends. He gets a message from Lord Fellamar (the nobleman who tried to force Sophia).
Lord Fellamar wants the squire to apologize for insulting him or meet him for a duel. Western
flatly refuses. The two men argue; the officer hits Western with his stick. Sophia, hearing the
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fight, is terrified her father is hurt, but he reassures her after. The squire again begs her to
marry a rich suitor, but Sophia says she will never marry against her will, though she will not
marry anyone without his consent.

Sophia’s Miserable Captivity:  Sophia is kept in her room by her father for days. She is
allowed out only for meals and only when Squire Western brings her food. The squire’s favorite
servant, Black George, brings Sophia a special dish with eggs she likes. Inside the dish, Sophia
finds a letter from Tom, sent by Black George and Partridge, expressing Tom’s deep concern
for her.

Mrs Western Arrives and Gains Control: Mrs Western, Sophia’s aunt, arrives at Western’s
lodgings. She argues with her brother about locking Sophia up and insists Sophia must be set
free. She demands the key and full control of Sophia’s future. The squire gives in, after a
stormy quarrel.                                                                                                                               
                                                                      

Tom Receives a Letter from Sophia: Through Black George, Tom gets a letter from Sophia,
written once she is allowed paper and ink again. Sophia says she is out of confinement but
cannot meet Tom without her aunt's permission. She thanks Tom, wishes him well, and asks
him not to write or contact her until things change. Tom is both happy to hear from Sophia and
sad that their hopes for love may fade.                         

Tom Goes to the Playhouse: Jones, Mrs Miller, her younger daughter, and Partridge attend a
performance of “Hamlet.” Partridge is hilariously naïve about the play, shouts out in surprise,
and amuses everyone around him. After the performance, Mrs Fitzpatrick finds Tom and
secretly asks him to visit her.

Mr Western and Blifil Push the Wedding: Blifil, supported by Squire Western, plans to
press Sophia into marriage now that they know where she is. Mrs Western, angry, resists
Squire Western’s attempts to rush the matter. Sophia dreads seeing Blifil.

Lady Bellaston’s Scheme Against Tom:  Lady Bellaston and Lord Fellamar meet and plot
against Tom. Lady Bellaston suggests having Tom kidnapped and “pressed” into naval service.
She also wants to weaken Sophia’s resistance to marriage by getting rid of Tom. Lady Bellaston
shares with Mrs Western Tom’s old letter proposing marriage to her, hoping to turn Sophia
against Tom.

Mrs Fitzpatrick Plots Revenge, Tom Visits Her:  Mrs Fitzpatrick, angry at the Westerns for
rebuffing her, now wants revenge. She invites Tom to her place and suggests he pretend to
court Mrs Western, Sophia’s aunt, as a trick to get close to Sophia. Tom refuses, saying both
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Sophia and her aunt are too honest and would never go along with such a deceit. Jones, though
grateful, politely rejects the idea.

Tragic Duel: Tom Fights Mr Fitzpatrick: Mr Fitzpatrick arrives in London, finds Mrs
Fitzpatrick’s lodging, and sees Tom leaving. Overcome with jealous rage, he accosts Tom and
challenges him. Fitzpatrick strikes Tom, draws his sword, and attacks. Tom defends himself,
wounds Fitzpatrick badly, and is immediately arrested and taken before a magistrate.
Fitzpatrick is reported dead.

Tom in Jail, Sophia Hears the Worst: Tom is taken to jail. Partridge is terrified for his
master. Sophia, meanwhile, is shown a letter from Tom to Lady Bellaston in which he
previously proposed marriage to Lady Bellaston (Tom’s old strategy to break off with her).
Heartbroken and deeply hurt, Sophia writes Tom a cold letter, telling him never to contact her
again.

End of Book XVI: Tom is left in prison, miserable and despairing, facing charges of murder
and betrayal. Sophia feels betrayed and hopeless, more determined than ever to separate from
Tom. Fortune seems to separate the lovers further, setting up their greatest trials yet.

 Book –XVII

Tom in Prison, Sophia Under Pressure: Tom Jones is in prison, accused of almost killing Mr
Fitzpatrick. He is miserable, heartbroken, and thinks Sophia will never love him again. Sophia is
staying with her aunt, Mrs Western, who pushes her to marry Lord Fellamar. Sophia resists
both her aunt and her father's plans. Both Tom and Sophia are very unhappy.

Mrs Miller Defends Tom to Allworthy: Blifil tells Mr Allworthy that Tom is a villain, now
accused of murder. Mrs Miller strongly defends Tom, saying he is good and generous. She tells
Allworthy how Tom helped her family. Allworthy is surprised and skeptical but agrees to listen.

Squire Western Arrives in London: Squire Western, Sophia’s father, arrives angrily and
complains about lords asking for his daughter’s hand. He wants Sophia to marry Blifil, as he
had promised. Allworthy tries to convince him not to force Sophia. Western is stubborn,
insisting on what he wants.

Sophia Faces More Pressure:  Mrs Western, Sophia’s aunt, pushes her to see Lord Fellamar,
hoping she will accept his proposal. Sophia firmly refuses. Mrs Western threatens to send
Sophia back to her father. Sophia is sad and begs her aunt not to abandon her, but her aunt
sticks to her decision.
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Tom Receives News in Jail: Nightingale and Mrs Miller visit Tom in jail. Nightingale tries to
comfort him and investigates the duel, but the witnesses support Fitzpatrick’s story, not Tom’s.
Mrs Miller volunteers to take a letter from Tom to Sophia. Tom is deeply grateful.

Sophia’s Struggle and Tom’s Letter: Mrs Miller tries to deliver Tom’s letter to Sophia.
Sophia at first refuses it, but after hearing how Tom helped Mrs Miller’s family, she accepts the
letter. She reads it, but Tom’s words do not clear up her worries. Sophia feels more confused
and upset, especially after another eventful and unpleasant social evening with her aunt.

Allworthy Hears More About Tom: Mrs Miller tells Allworthy about Tom’s generosity and
kindness. Allworthy listens and promises to help Mrs Miller’s family where he can but still
refuses to forgive Tom, believing he has tried to ruin Blifil’s place as heir.

Marriage Pressure Increases for Sophia: Lady Bellaston and Mrs Western scheme to push
Sophia into accepting Lord Fellamar, hoping to move quickly before Sophia can change her
mind. Sophia finally agrees to a private meeting with Lord Fellamar. When Lord Fellamar
presses his suit, Sophia firmly but politely rejects him. Both her aunt and Lady Bellaston remain
determined. 

Jones Is Saddened by Sophia’s Reaction: Tom’s letter does not have the effect he hoped
for. Sophia, having seen Tom’s old proposal letter to Lady Bellaston (which Lady Bellaston
showed her), is more upset and feels betrayed. She cannot forgive Tom, and the letter only
increases her unhappiness.

Unexpected Visit by Mrs Waters to Tom: While Tom waits in jail, Mrs Waters (the woman
Tom met at Upton) comes to visit. She tells him Fitzpatrick is alive and not seriously hurt. Tom
is relieved by the news. Mrs Waters and Tom talk; she tries to cheer him up, but Tom is focused
only on his lost love for Sophia.

Tom’s Legal Trouble Grows:  Nightingale hears that witnesses think Tom struck first in the
duel. Tom fears there is no hope left for him. The book ends with Tom still in jail, his reputation
damaged, Sophia angry and pressured to marry someone else, and Tom unsure if he will ever
be free or see Sophia again. 

Book –XVIII

A Final Farewell and Serious Tone: The author tells the reader this is the last book. There
will be no more jokes or teasing, only important story events. He wishes the reader well and
asks forgiveness for any past offense.
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A Shocking Revelation for Tom Jones: Tom Jones is in jail, feeling miserable. Partridge
comes in very upset. Partridge tells Tom that Mrs Waters, the woman Tom was with at Upton, is
actually his own mother. Tom is horrified and almost loses his mind at the thought of such a
terrible sin. Partridge says he will find Mrs Waters so Tom can question her.

Mrs Waters’s Letter Brings Relief: Tom receives a letter from Mrs Waters. She says she has
learned something surprising about Tom’s past and wants to meet again. She also reassures
Tom that Mr Fitzpatrick is not dying and that Tom will not be guilty of murder.

Good News from Black George: Black George comes to visit Tom in prison. He tells him that
Sophia is no longer locked up by her father. Sophia is now free, after her aunt and father
argued. Tom says this news gives him comfort, even though he may never see Sophia again.

The Real Story of Tom’s Birth: Mrs Waters comes to visit Mr Allworthy. She tells him the
truth about Tom’s real parents. Tom is not her son and Partridge is not Tom’s father. Tom is
actually the son of Mr Allworthy’s own sister, Bridget, and a man named Summer. Mrs Waters
and her mother helped hide Sophia’s secret and placed Tom as a baby in Allworthy’s bed.
Allworthy is shocked.

Mr Allworthy Learns Blifil’s Villainy: Mr Allworthy investigates further. He finds out that his
nephew Blifil hid a letter from Bridget (Tom’s real mother) revealing the truth about Tom’s
birth. Blifil also tried to have Tom pressed into the navy and was secretly behind many of
Tom’s troubles. Mr Allworthy is heartbroken and angry at his nephew’s lies and betrayal.

Sophia’s Situation Improves: Mr Allworthy visits Sophia. He tells her she will not be forced
to marry Blifil. Sophia is thankful and says she wishes only to return to her father’s good
graces. He also reveals to her that Tom is his nephew. Sophia is surprised but does not want to
marry Tom or anyone for now.

Tom’s Freedom and Reconciliation: Tom is released from jail because Mr Fitzpatrick
recovers and tells the truth about the duel. Two noblemen help clear Tom’s name. Mr Allworthy
meets with Tom, apologizes, and welcomes him as his nephew. Allworthy tells Tom about
Blifil’s treachery and makes Tom his heir. Tom is overjoyed and promises to be a better man.

Tom and Sophia are Reunited: Tom and Sophia meet again. Tom begs for forgiveness.
Sophia says she cannot trust him yet. She insists he must prove he can change and remain
constant. Tom promises to devote his life to her. Sophia agrees to marry him, but only after he
proves himself with time.
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Squire Western’s Joy and The Wedding: Squire Western is very happy when he hears of
Tom’s inheritance and change in fortune. He enthusiastically supports Tom and Sophia’s
marriage. With the blessing of both families and Allworthy, Tom and Sophia are married.

Happiness for All: Tom and Sophia live happily together. Squire Western gives part of his
estate to Tom. Allworthy is generous and loving. Partridge is rewarded, and several other
characters, like Mrs Miller, Mrs Nightingale, and Harriet, find happiness too. Blifil is sent away
but given a yearly income so he can live quietly.

Final Blessings: Tom and Sophia remain kind and loving to each other and their friends. They
have children and bring happiness to their whole community. The story ends with them as a
model of happiness and virtue. The author wishes the reader well and closes the history.

 


