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Key Facts

Full Title: Waiting for Godot: A Tragicomedy in Two Acts
Original Title: En attendant Godot (French Name)
Author: Samuel Beckett (1906-1989)

Title of the Author: Master of Absurd Drama

Prize: Nobel Prize in Literature (1969)

Source: Influenced by the Theatre of the Absurd, existential philosophy, and Beckett's own

experiences during World War Il

Written Time: Written between 1948-1949 (originally in French as En attendant Godot)
First Published: 1952 (in French); English version in 1954, translated by Beckett himself
Publisher: Les Editions de Minuit (French edition), Faber and Faber (English edition)
Genre: Absurdist Drama / Tragicomedy

Form: Two-act play

Structure: Minimalist stage setting, repetitive dialogue, and circular structure

Tone: Bleak, comic, philosophical, ironic, and contemplative

Point of View: Third-person stage directions; Dialogue-driven drama with no narrator

Significance: A landmark in 20th-century drama; it explores existential themes such as the

meaninglessness of life, waiting, hope, and human suffering

Language: Originally written in French (En attendant Godot); later translated into English

by Beckett

Famous Line: “Nothing to be done.”- (Estragon, Act 1)
Setting:

Time Setting: Post-World War Il.

Place Setting: A country road, near a leafless tree.



Key Notes

e Absurd Drama: This type of drama usually has few characters. It shows the
meaninglessness of life. That means life has no fixed meaning. This points to secularism.

These dramas often have qualities of both tragedy and comedy.

¢ Symbolic Waiting - Godot: “Godot” is never seen, and his identity is unclear. He is a
symbol of hope, freedom, God, the future, or the meaning of life. This waiting shows the
eternal human wait, where people spend their days hoping for something, but it never

comes.

e Absurdism and Existentialism: This play is a main example of the Theatre of the Absurd.
Here, life has no clear purpose, dialogues repeat, and events feel meaningless. It is
influenced by existential philosophy, which questions human existence and the purpose of

life.

e Cyclical Time - Eternal Repetition: In both acts, almost the same events happen. This
shows that time seems to come back again and again, and there is no progress. This shows

life’s cycle, where people stay stuck in the same place, like waiting, despair, and hope.

¢ Minimal Setting - Symbolic World: The stage has only one tree, one road, and two
people; this minimal setting shows the emptiness of human existence, boring routine, and

life’s uncertainty. The tree suggests a chance of change (a leaf growing), but it stays still.

o Autobiographical Elements: Although not directly autobiographical, Beckett’'s own
experiences, like fleeing during World War Il, waiting, hunger, and anxiety, are reflected in
the play. Beckett himself refused to explain Godot's meaning. He suggests the true meaning

is meaninglessness.

¢ Human Condition - Helpless Companionship: Vladimir and Estragon want to leave each
other, but cannot. They depend on each other, but also get annoyed. This shows human

loneliness and the complex nature of relationships we can’t easily escape.



