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Themes    

Passionate Love: The poem shows strong and passionate love. The speaker dreams of being
with her beloved during “wild nights.” She imagines that if they were together, those nights
would feel like a beautiful “luxury.” Here, Love is powerful. It can be stormy like the sea, but
also rich and joyful like a treasure.  

Longing and Absence: The beloved is not present in the poem. Because of this absence, the
speaker feels a deep longing. She imagines how happy life would be if they were together. This
yearning gives her both pain and pleasure. It shows how missing someone can make feelings of
love even stronger and more intense. 

Religious Fervor: The poem may also show spiritual longing. The beloved might mean God or
a divine presence. Words like “rowing in Eden” and “safe harbour” suggest a heavenly place of
peace. The speaker feels a wish for closeness not only in human love but also in spiritual union.
It's like faith bringing comfort and joy.

Wildness vs. Security: Love in the poem has two sides. It feels wild, stormy, and full of
strong passion. At the same time, it also feels safe, like a heart resting in a harbour. The
speaker shows how love can be both exciting and peaceful. This contrast makes love powerful.
It gives both fire and rest.

Escape and Fulfillment: The speaker wishes to escape the struggles of searching. It is
symbolised by the compass and chart. She no longer needs directions because she has found
love. The idea of “mooring in thee” shows final rest and fulfilment. Love ends the journey,
bringing peace, safety, and the feeling of being complete at last.       

Along with the major themes, the poem also explores the desire for union, the power of

imagination, and the idea of paradise on earth through love. The sea imagery reflects
both danger and delight, showing how love can change life completely. The poem suggests
that passion and faith together can transform the storms of the heart into peace. 


